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Hello Seagrass-Watchers 

Since your last Seagrass Watch Newsletter I’ve begun 

work as OceanWatch Australia’s Tide to Table Officer for 

SE Queensland.  Over the years many people have been 

involved and collected valuable data about seagrass and 

mangroves.  Part of my role is to improve the volunteer 

community’s capacity to monitor these vital ecosystems; 

and to ensure that the data continues to be collected 

using methodologies that enable the scientific community 

to gain a regional perspective. 

The next Seagrass Watch monitoring time (November-

December) approaches, and there’s a lot to report on. 

The seagrass in Moreton Bay has made a remarkable 

recovery from the January 2011 floods and, ‘community 

science’ (that’s what Seagrass Watchers provide) is 

highly valued a national conference in Brisbane has been 

told.  SEQ Catchments have received numerous 

applications for Environmentally Friendly Moorings; Red 

Map wants you to report unusual species and artists have 

creatively tackled litter.  All this and more inside 

Please give me a call or drop me an email, I’ll be happy 

to hear from you.   

Cheers 
 

Debra Henry 
Project Officer Tide to Table - SE Queensland |  
T: 07 3286 6194 | M: 0488 087 772  |  www.oceanwatch.org.au 
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From the Coast to 

Coast Conference 
The vulnerable state of seagrass habitats 

on the east coast of Queensland, and 

differences between regions underscores 

the need for continued monitoring across 

regions to ensure the long-term viability of 

these ecologically important marine 

habitats and appropriate management of 

the resource.  

 

Long-term monitoring programs can play 

an important role in providing quality data 

on seagrass status which can assist 

managers to make decisions on how to 

respond with greater confidence.  

 

Rapid deployment of multi-institutional 

monitoring and research approaches are 

relevant in all coastal areas.  
 

Russ Babcock, CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric 
Research & Andy Steven  

CSIRO Wealth from Oceans Flagship  
EcoSciences Precinct, Dutton Park Q 4102 

 

More Conference 

News inside . . . 

 
 

 

 

Since your last Seagrass Watch Newsletter I've begun work 
as OceanWatch Australia's Tide to Table Project Officer for 
SEQ.  As well as overseeing the completion of projects 
ranging from marine litter clean ups to riparian restoration 
works, part of my role is to assist the community to monitor 
seagrass and mangroves. 
 
Over the years many people have collected data about these 
vital ecosystems and the work is valuable, so a big thanks to 
all those involved.  Thanks also to Alix Baltais who has been 
assisting in Seagrass Watch activities.  Alix is now undertaking 
field studies in South Australia as part of her university degree.  
 
There's a lot to report on as the next Seagrass Watch 
monitoring time (November-December) approaches: the 
seagrass in Moreton Bay has made a remarkable recovery 
from the January 2011 floods and, 'community science' is 
highly valued a national conference in Brisbane has been told. 
SEQ Catchments have received numerous applications for 
Environmentally Friendly Moorings; Red Map wants you to 
report unusual species; and, artists have creatively presented 
the litter problem at Currumbin's 'SWELL'.  
 
Feel welcome to give me a call or drop me an email, I'll be 
happy to hear from you.  And don't forget to check out the best 
Seagrass Watch monitoring times (p 4) and contact me to 
book a Kit.   

 

http://www.oceanwatch.org.au/
http://www.seagrasswatch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/moretonbay.seagrasswatch
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Moreton Bay seagrasses make 
full recovery after the flood 
 
CSIRO researchers have found that vital 

seagrass beds in Moreton Bay recovered 

within 12 months of the 2011 Brisbane floods.  

CSIRO marine biologist, Dr Russ Babcock. 

Dr Babcock said the seagrasses, which 

provide habitat to fish and marine organisms 

and are a major contributor to ecosystem 

health, had to cope with more than 1 million 

tonnes of sediment and pollutants contained in 

flood water runoff. “Seagrass cover in Moreton 

Bay declined by half shortly after the floods,” 

Dr Babcock said. 

“Seagrasses are affected by the seasons and 
we expected to see some reduction during 
winter, but it was great to see them regenerate 
to pre-flood levels less than 12 months later.” 

CSIRO was able to document the effects of the 
flood on coastal waters as far north as Fraser 
Island using a range of technologies including 
remote sensing and robotic underwater gliders 
that took continuous readings of the flood 
plume on voyages of over one hundred 
kilometres. 

“It is important to understand how ecosystems 
such as Moreton Bay respond to extreme 
events, which can set the scene for ecological 
trends for many years to come.  For example, 
although seagrasses have recovered from the 
2011 flood, there are areas of the Bay where 
seagrasses have still not recovered from 
floods in the 1990s. 

“Understanding the reasons for these different 
responses is important if we are to manage 
and conserve or restore the ecological values 
of Moreton Bay. 
 

http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moreton-Bay-

seagrasses-make-full-recovery-after-the-flood.aspx 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Who cares about citizen 
science?  A survey on uses of marine 

condition data collected by volunteers in 
Australia 
 

Volunteering in scientific research (citizen 
science) is a growing phenomenon across the 
world and is gaining traction in Australia, 
particularly in the marine environment. Citizen 
science projects abound under current 
government funding arrangements; however, 
there is little information available to document 
who is using the data that citizen scientists 
collect and how it is being used.  
 
A survey has been conducted of natural resource 
managers, federal and state environmental 
agency staff, university academics and citizen 
science groups throughout Australia to determine 
the breadth of projects employing the use of 
citizen scientists in the marine environment, the 
extent to which the collected data is used in 
management or policy decisions, and the 
impediments to its usage. The results of the 
survey will be discussed and explored with 
participants of the symposium. 
 
Analysis of the survey results shows where gaps 
exist between data collected and provided by 
marine citizen science programs and the usage 
of that data by natural resource managers or 
researchers. Recommendations arising from the 
analysis of the survey provide practical steps to 
close the identified gaps and present a 
framework for the application of citizen science in 
Australia into the future. 
 
Car la Sb rocch i and  William  Glad st one, Schoo l o f  t he 

Environm ent , Un iversit y o f  Techno logy Sydney; and  

Tim  Glasby, Por t  St ephens Fisher ies Inst it ut e, Nelson  

Bay.  

 

Over 80% of the 160 survey 
respondents are using community 

science for management          
and research . . . 

Carla Sbrocchi, University of Sydney Coast to Coast 2012 was held at the Brisbane 

Convention and Exhibition Centre: Sept 17-21 

http://www.coast2coastconference.com/ 

http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moreton-Bay-seagrasses-make-full-recovery-after-the-flood.aspx
http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moreton-Bay-seagrasses-make-full-recovery-after-the-flood.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/d/lcqpqk
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Living on the edge – Australia’s 
sustainable seafood community is 
striding ahead with solutions for a 
hungry, crowded coast 
 

Since 1989, OceanWatch Australia has been 
working with the Australian seafood community on 
its environmental and sustainability credentials. 
Through the work of SeaNet – our national 
environmental extension service to the seafood 
industry, and Tide to Table - our aquatic habitat 
rehabilitation program, the Australian fishing and 
aquaculture industry knows that well managed and 
resilient ecosystems underpin the environmental, 
social and economical sustainability of our 
community’s food and ecological security. 

 
The presentation by OceanWatch Australia’s Marine 
Debris Project Officer Eduardo (Ed) Gallo, provided 
insight into the implications of marine litter, the 
logistics of clean-up operations and the importance of 
engaging with all stakeholders.  Marine Debris, a story 
of combs, elephants and our oceans by Ed was 
published in Nature NSW, Spring 2012.  

 

Postcards from 

the Edge 

What are the big challenges 
facing your coastal 

community? 

Postcards from the Edge 

is gathering your stories about 
coastal communities from right 
across the country. With your 
involvement as a storyteller, 

we will be able to create further 
awareness about your coastal 

issues and the collective 
initiatives we are all passionate 

about – the management of 
Australia’s coastal zone. 

Create a digital postcard to 
share your insights about 

the big challenges that your 
coastal community is 

currently facing. 
 

Click here or go to 
http://ps3beta.com/project/8449/contr

ibute/postcard to add your own 
postcard to the collection 

 

 

The Australian Marine Debris Initiative –  
Our place in an international issue 
 
Heidi provided an update on the Australian Marine 
Debris Initiative, a network of over 8,000 grassroots 
volunteers who have removed over 1.2 million pieces of 
marine debris from the Australian coastline, including 
700 “ghost nets” this year alone. 
 
Heidi explained that data from the program had been 
compiled into a central Australian Marine Debris 
Database, and that it’s being used to identify practical 
solutions to the amounts and types of marine debris 
found at clean up locations.  This included but was not 
limited to: identifying legislation to prevent the use of 
inappropriate materials i.e. plastic pellets and, to 
minimise packaging; preventing false advertising/having 
astute consumers i.e. degradable plastic shopping bags 
don’t biodegrade they simply degrade into smaller 
pieces; establishing environmentally and financially 
sustainable waste management in remote areas; offering 
cash for containers; finding a better method than the 
current BOM weather balloons . . . 
 
In short, these are “man-made items and we need to find 
solutions to the man-made behaviour” so as we can 
have “beaches they are not plastic sand and oceans that 
are not plastic soup”.
 
Ed Note: Can you spot Tangaroa Blue elsewhere in the 
newsletter?  Let me know and be in the running for a 
swell prize! 

If all we ever do is clean up that’s all 

we’ll ever do . . . 
Heidi Taylor, Tangaroa Blue Foundation 

 

http://ps3beta.com/project/8449/contribute/postcard
http://ps3beta.com/project/8449/contribute/postcard
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COLOUR 

CODE 

EXCELLENT 

V LOW LOW  
< 0.40m 

GOOD 

LOW LOW 
0.40m – 
0.55m 

NOT BAD 

MED LOW 
0.56m – 
0.65m 

OKAY 

HIGH LOW 
0.66m – 
0.75m 

NOT RECOMMENDED  

V HIGH LOW 

>0.76m 

NOTE: Book a Seagrass Watch Kit - 0488 087 772 

MONTH DAY TIME TIDE 

HEIGHT 

IN 

METERS 

MONTH DAY TIME TIDE 

HEIGHT 

IN 

METERS 

NOV  Thurs 1 1710 0.56 DEC Sat 1 0426 0.35 

Sat 1 1731 0.59 

 Fri 2 1745 0.60  Sun 2 0501 0.40 

 Sat 3 0520 0.50  Mon 3 0537 0.47 

 Sun 4 0556 0.42  Tues 4 0617 0.55 

 Mon 5 0638 0.60  Wed 5 0705 0.64 

 Tues 6 0730 0.69  Thur 6 0804 0.71 

 Wed 7 0838 0.74  Fri 7 0916 0.76 

 Thur 8 0956 0.74  Sat 8 1034 0.75 

 Fri 9 1111 0.68  Sun 9 11.49 0.68 

 Sat 10 1219 0.58  Mon 10 1301 0.59 

 Sun 11 1321 0.49  Tues 11 1406 0.49 

 Mon 12 1420 0.40  Wed 12 1506 0.41 

 Tues 13 1515 0.34  Thur 13 1602 0.35 

 Wed 14 1609 0.31  Fri 14 1655 0.32 

 Thur 15 1703 0.31  Sat 15 0425 
1745 

0.14 
0.32 

 Fri 16 1756 0.34  Sun 16 0512 0.21 

 Sat 17 0523 0.22  Mon 17 0559 0.32 

 Sun 18 0612 0.34  Tues 18 0647 0.46 

 Mon 19 0705 0.47  Wed 19 0740 0.62 

 Tues 20 0807 0.61  Thur 20 0840 0.75 

 Wed 21 0919 0.70  Fri 21 0950 0.85 

 Thur 22 1034 0.74  Sat 22 1106 0.88 

 Fri 23 1144 0.73  Sun 23 1216 0.84 

 Sat 24 1246 0.69  Mon 24 1316 0.77 

 Sun 25 1339 0.64  Tues 25 1406 0.69 

 Mon 26 1425 0.60  Wed 26 1450 0.64 

 Tues 27 1507 0.57  Thur 27 1529 0.60 

 Wed 28 1546 0.55  Fri 28 1606 0.57 

 Thur 29 1622 0.55  Sat 29 1641 0.56 

 Fri 30 1656 0.57  Sun 30 0411 0.33 

 1715 0.55 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tide is low so it’s time to go . . .  
NB: Times are for the Brisbane Bar. Weather information available: 

http://www.bom.gov.au/oceanography/tides/MAPS/qld.shtml 

 

 

 

This project is partially funded through various organisations and 

the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country 

 

http://www.facebook.com/HealthyWaterways?ref=stream
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In Moreton Bay there exists seven species of seagrass that form 
important habitat areas for a number of marine species and an 
important food source for dugongs and green turtles.  
Seagrass beds face a number of threats, including sediment runoff, 
algal blooms, and damage from block and tackle moorings.  
 
Block and tackle moorings rip out seagrass as the chain drags on the 
sea floor, creating ‘crop circles’ in a classic halo shape, as the tide 
moves in and out and chains drag round and round on the seagrass 
meadows. These crops circles can be seen very clearly in aerial 
imagery. The amount of disturbance varies with the length of the 
mooring chain and may be up to 1400 m2 per vessel in Moreton Bay.  
 
Environmentally friendly moorings cause less damage to the seagrass 
bed, by ensuring there is minimal contact with the sea floor, while still 
being able to safely secure vessels in the environmental conditions of 
Moreton Bay.  
 
Between 2009-2011, SEQ Catchments were involved with an 
Environmentally Friendly Mooring trial which assessed the 
effectiveness of three different types of environmentally friendly 
mooring designs in several locations throughout Moreton Bay, whilst 
also raising awareness on the benefits of these moorings compared to 
block and tackle boat mooring designs.   
 
The trial was successful in showing a significant recovery of seagrass 

species surrounding these moorings and identified minor design 

changes to make moorings adaptable to local conditions. It also 

allowed for input from boat owners on their ease of use and identified 

people’s willingness to install these moorings, as well as a need for 

local manufacturers. 

* Following the successful Environmentally Friendly Mooring trial, SEQ 

Catchments with funding from Wetlandcare Australia, Oceanwatch 

Australia, and the Australian Government Caring for our Country 

Program, along with project partners Fisheries Queensland, Maritime 

Safety Queensland (MSQ), Moreton Bay Marine Park, and the 

Queensland Recreational Boating Council have developed a mooring 

replacement program to assist owners of moorings in priority seagrass 

beds to remove their impacts on the marine environment.  

Ed Note: Boat owners with MSQ registered moorings attended EFM 

information sessions conducted by SEQ Catchments at the Little Ships Club 

Dunwich and Sharks Sporting Club Victoria Point during September.  The 

response has been extremely positive and SEQ Catchments are currently 

processing the many applications for EFMs that have been received. 

  

Seagrass Watchers probably know that seagrass meadows form one of the most 
important marine habitats globally . . . and, that seagrass provides habitat for juvenile 
fish and crustaceans that form the basis of commercial and recreational fisheries as well 
as marine biodiversity.  It’s a good thing that a number of key organisations* know this 
also and have provided support for  

Environmentally Friendly Moorings 
A project undertaken by SEQ Catchments.  Below are extracts from, and more information can be found at 

http://www.seqcatchments.com.au/case-studies/mooring-trial-to-end-crop-circles-in-moreton-bay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.seqcatchments.com.au/case-studies/mooring-trial-to-end-crop-circles-in-moreton-bay
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The Tide to Table program was established by 
OceanWatch Australia in 2004. The program name was 
adopted to reinforce the message that actions on land 
affect our waterways and our estuaries, which in turn 
affects the quality and kind of seafood that is 
presented on our dinner table. 

All marine life needs healthy rivers and estuaries – 
healthy aquatic habitats and saltmarsh, mangroves 
and seagrass, to thrive, breed and shelter. Good quality 
water is a critical element in fish and shellfish harvest 
areas for the supply of sustainable oysters, mussels, 
scallops and other seafood. 

The Tide to Table program’s success is due to its ability to 
involve local farmers and seafood producers, 
businesses, communities and government agencies in 
a common cause – to rehabilitate a river system or 
estuary and improve its water quality, fish and seafood 
habitat and rebuild the health of the immediate 
environment. 

Tide to Table not only focuses on finding practical ‘on-
ground’ solutions to improve water quality and fish 
habitat, it also seeks – by involving local people – to 
change the behaviour and practices which cause these 
problems in the first place. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Coming to a popular 

fishing spot near you!  

The TAngler bins are available at no 

charge from OceanWatch Australia 

who are looking for partners to install a 

TAngler, promote clean fishing and 

undertake to service the bins.  For 

more information contact Debra on 07 

3286 6194 or Peter on 0401 890 069. 

 

For more information about OceanWatch Australia, the 

Tide to Table program, the TAngler project or any other 

aspect of their work check out 

http://www.oceanwatch.org.au/our-work/tide-to-table/ 

 

 

http://www.oceanwatch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/TAngler-Bin1.jpg
http://www.oceanwatch.org.au/our-work/tide-to-table/
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Checking out the 

SWELL at Currumbin 

From 14 – 23 September Pacific Parade was 

“Getting art out there”  

with the 10th SWELL Sculpture Festival 
Text: Extracts from Festival Program.  Images: Debra Henry 

www.swellsculpture.com.au 

Art #10 Ghost Nets Adam Boyd, 

Jessica Poulsen & Virginia Reid NSW 
 
This work came from a simple desire to turn a marine 
hazard (ghost nets) into something extraordinary and 
beautiful.  Its transformation from fish trap to temporal 
space is a reminder of the magic that lies at the heart 
of creation.  It invites us to slow down and think as a 
child, to look up, pause, if only for a moment, and 
remember where we came from.  It telescopes us into 
nature’s gift; the promise of endless renewal.  Its own 
transformation, from mundane material into space is its 
testimony and we are its proof.  
 

Art # 32 Can’t Sea Through This 
Elysium Greene QLD  
 

Big issues are formed through many tiny actions – 

solutions are found similarly.  One wonderful hand at a 

time, making one ‘tiny’ action at a time, collected the 

coastal debris filling this tyographic artform.  

Logistically it shows you a portion of how many 

kilograms of coastal debris exist.  But it’s also asking 

you a transparent question: Do you see the potential in 

your singular actions?  Even when the positive ripples 

you create may be as invisible as these discards once 

were?   ONE EARTH – ONE YOU – NO WASTE 

 

http://www.swellsculpture.com.au/
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Project Seagrass was funded by the Wildlife 

Preservation Bayside Branch to highlight the 

importance of seagrass beds to marine life.  

Produced by Cleveland State High School 

students Project Seagrass carries an 

important message with a youth perspective.  It 

is available for viewing on 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXjmjhZ3pa0 

 

 

“We Seagrass Watch” 

.  .  .  . “You do what?”  

Many of you have probably had a 
reaction like this before. Here’s how I 
once wrote about the activity: 

Every four months or so, when all the 

elements combine to make it possible, we set 

off from the William Street, Cleveland boat 

ramps to Seagrass Watch on the Amity 

Banks – AB1 – where things are A1! 

Seagrass is a major source of food for green 

turtles and dugongs; essential for fisheries; 

and is a good indicator of marine health. 

There are several different seagrass species, 

and several monitoring sites, in Moreton Bay 

(Quandamooka). Most sites require a low tide 

to enable the monitoring to take place – and a 

low tide is particularly important when the 

Amity Banks is the site to be monitored.  

There’s something near magical, almost 

surreal, about being on the sand banks, 3 

kilometres from the nearest shoreline just 

north of Dunwich, at the turn of the tide. 

Project Seagrass in the making 

 

http://crdebrah.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/sgwab1team.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXjmjhZ3pa0
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You’re out monitoring seagrass and you see a marine species 

not normally found where you are.  What do you do?   

Let redmap know about it  . . .  
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EMERGENCIES  

 
SES 

132 500 
 
Marine Animal Strandings  
1300 ANIMAL  
130 264 625 
 
Pelican and Seabird Rescue Hotline  
0404 118 301 (24 hours 7 days, including public holidays) 

QUICK links  
 
www.seagrasswatch.org   
 
http://sbaltais.com/seagrass/  
 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/156251911095995/  
 
http://birdrescue.com.au/contact/  
 

http://www.healthywaterways.org/Home.aspx  

 

www.redmap.org.au 

 

http://ps3beta.com/project/8449/contribute/postcard 

 

  

Diver collecting seagrass for studies 
http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moret

on-Bay-seagrasses-make-full-recovery-

after-the-flood.aspx 

 

Prawn sheltering in seagrass 

http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/20

00/03/07/108298.htm 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is designed to provide information on seagrass-related matters and is distributed to 
complement, supplement and direct the reader to, other sources of information.  While every effort has been made to 
make this newsletter as relevant and accurate as possible, there may be mistakes, both typographical and in content. 

 

In the Moreton Bay region (27-28ºS), which 

covers the area from Donnybrook in the 

Pumicestone Passage to Surfers Paradise 

on the Gold Coast), 640 marine turtles, 25 

dugong and 23 dolphin strandings were 

recorded between 1 January 2011 and 31 

August 2012. 

http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/caring-for-

wildlife/stranding-hotspots.html 

 
Seagrass Watch 

Training Workshops 

are being planned in SEQ so if you’re 

interested in being trained to monitor seagrass 

let me know on 3286 6194; 0488 087 772 or 

debra@oceanwatch.org.au  

 

The waters and mudflats of our bay, 
estuaries and creeks are beautiful, diverse 

places. But some marine species can cause 
harm to humans and anybody venturing into 

these territories should be aware of the 
species and be prepared. 

 

Seagrass Watch Programs 
Sunshine Coast:  5449 9650 or 

http://www.noosariver.com.au/index.php?article=
noosa_river_seagrass_monitoring_programme 

 
Gold Coast:  0432 988 513 or 

goldcoastseagrasswatch@hotmail.com 

http://www.seagrasswatch.org/
http://sbaltais.com/seagrass/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/156251911095995/
http://birdrescue.com.au/contact/
http://www.healthywaterways.org/Home.aspx
http://www.redmap.org.au/
http://ps3beta.com/project/8449/contribute/postcard
http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moreton-Bay-seagrasses-make-full-recovery-after-the-flood.aspx
http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moreton-Bay-seagrasses-make-full-recovery-after-the-flood.aspx
http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Media/Moreton-Bay-seagrasses-make-full-recovery-after-the-flood.aspx
http://www.csiro.au/~/Media/CSIROau/Portals/Media Releases/2012/MoretonBaySeagrasses/High_Resolution.jpg
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2000/03/07/108298.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2000/03/07/108298.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/science/news/img/Seag.jpg
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/caring-for-wildlife/stranding-hotspots.html
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/caring-for-wildlife/stranding-hotspots.html
mailto:debra@oceanwatch.org.au
http://www.noosariver.com.au/index.php?article=noosa_river_seagrass_monitoring_programme
http://www.noosariver.com.au/index.php?article=noosa_river_seagrass_monitoring_programme
mailto:goldcoastseagrasswatch@hotmail.com

