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Hello Seagrass-Watchers 

I’ve been part of a team monitoring seagrass on 
the Amity Banks (AB1) for the past four and a half 
years and loved every minute of it.  Whether I’ve 
been in the sun, wind, rain, or thigh-high in 
water, caught out by an incoming tide.  It is 
important though, to know how the collected 
data is used; to know if the efforts of the team 
have been beneficial to the management of 
Moreton Bay and the catchments which feed into 
it and there’s more about this on page 2.    

In our last edition we reported that CSIRO 
researchers had concluded that the vital seagrass 
beds in Moreton Bay recovered within 12 months 
of the 2011 Brisbane floods.  Since then we’ve 
experienced another significant flood event – 
how will this impact on seagrass? You can help 
determine this by monitoring seagrass.  So check 
out the tide times and book out a kit – details are 
on page 3.  If you’re interested in undertaking 
Level 1 Basic Training, check out details on p 5. 
 
I don’t care what anyone says, there’s just no 
such thing as waterproof paper, according to 
Jacob Leveson from Conserve.IO.  His experience 
of traditional data collection involving the use of 
pencils and papers has led him to suggest that 
“There has to be a better way”.  The benefits of 
incorporating emerging technology into 
monitoring are always being considered and a 
small change is to be made to the seagrass 
monitoring.  Check it out on page 4 where there’s 
something for the kids too. 

Please feel welcome to contact me; enjoy this 
edition; and, happy seagrass-watching. 

Debra Henry 
Project Officer Tide to Table – SEQ 
OceanWatch Australia 
HEALTHY  
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Seagrass stores carbon 35 times faster than 
rainforests, preventing billions of tonnes of 
greenhouse gases escaping every year, but its crucial 
role in slowing climate change has been largely 
overlooked, experts said today.   

While rainforests lock in carbon for a century at 
most, seagrass does so for thousands of years. 
When exposed to air, the the carbon-rich sediment 
below the seagrass meadows begins to oxidise, 
releasing greenhouses gases into the atmosphere 
and warming the globe. 

About 50% of Australia’s seagrasses have been 
destroyed by dredging and pollution, said seagrass 
expert Dr Peter Macreadie, ARC DECRA Fellow at the 
University of Technology, Sydney.  Read more . . . 

 

http://theconversation.edu.au/failure-to-protect-

seagrass-may-cost-australia-45b-12110 
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Evolving and involving 
 
Many would agree that Moreton Bay - 
Quandamooka - is unique.  
 

Seagrass meadows are widely found across 
Moreton Bay’s muddy substrate. As this 
environment doesn’t fare well under heavy 
human traffic, past Coordinators and funders of 
seagrass monitoring within Moreton Bay opted to 
conduct seagrass monitoring three times per 
year.  And because many members of our 
monitoring teams have busy lives, monitoring is 
carried out over a two month period:  March-
April; July-August; and, November-December. 
 

By doing so, Moreton Bay Seagrass Watch varies 
from the Seagrass Watch HQ methodology which 
requires monitoring four times a year, and 
undertaken within a two week period, rather 
than the two month timeframe Moreton Bay’s 
monitors are used to operating in.   
 

Due to these variances, Seagrass Watch HQ has 
uploaded to their website only some of the 
Moreton Bay data collected in recent years.  
However, the Morteon Bay data continues to be 
readily available and is provided to various 
sources including the Queensland Government as 
part of Moreton Bay’s Seagrass Watch Marine 
Park permit requirement, and to the Federal 
Government as part of Healthy Country grant 
obligations.  Moreton Bay seagrass data has also 
been provided to various Councils, academics and 
consultants as requested from time to time and is 
published online at the Moreton Bay Seagrass 
Watch Blog.  
 

Seagrass Watch HQ is a leading authority on 
seagrass and can be engaged to provide 
education, training and data analyses.  Despite 
this, it has suffered from funding cuts due to 
State Government reprioritization.  It has now 
been incorporated into the James Cook University 
and it‘s hoped that the valuable work of Seagrass 
Watch HQ benefits from this recent change. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those who've been monitoring seagrass for a 
number of years will have noticed the addition of 
"% Lyngbya Cover" to the data sets.  This is an 
example of the evolution of monitoring:  the 
change was incorporated at the request of 
Healthy Waterways and means your data is 
passed onto their Ecosystem Health Monitoring 
Program (EHMP), which is one of the most 
comprehensive freshwater, estuarine and marine 
monitoring programs in Australia.  
 

Moreton Bay Seagrass Watch continues to evolve 
its methodology, taking advantage of emerging 
technologies that enhance the quality and use of 
your data without compromising past data 
collected.  At the same time it can reduce the 
time spent in the field/on the mudflats.  An 
example of this is the use of GPS capable cameras 
which you’ll hear more about in the coming 
months. 
 

So seagrass monitoring has evolved, and we hope 
you continue to be in involved.  By collecting raw 
data for scientific analyses you are participating 
in ‘citizen science’ which is quickly gaining 
credibility and importance as a management tool 
for natural resource managers and decision-
makers. 
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The data collected by Moreton Bay's 

seagrass monitoring teams can be viewed at 

http://seagrassmb.wordpress.com/ 

About 50% of Australia’s seagrasses have been 

destroyed by dredging and pollution. 

Losing the seagrass from around Australia, would be 

equivalent to releasing up to three times Australia’s 

annual greenhouse gas emissions. 

Dr Peter Macreadie 
Fellow at the University of Technology, Sydney. 

 

http://seagrassmb.wordpress.com/
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MONTH DAY TIME HEIGHT IN 
METRES 

March Fri 1st 0546 .45 

  1803 .39 

 Sat 2nd  0624 .55 

  1839 .43 

 Sun 3rd  0719 .66 

 Mon 4th  0822 .76 

 Tue 5th  0945 .87 

 Wed 6th  1114 .77 

 Thu 7th  1231 .65 

 Fri 8th  1333 .53 

 Sat 9th  1424 .43 

 Sun 10th  1508 .37 

 Mon 11th  1547 .35 

 Tue 12th  1621 .34 

 Wed 13th  1652 .36 

 Thu 14th  0501 .45 

  1720 .39 

 Fri 15th  0543 .54 

 Sat 16th 0618 .65 

 Sun 17th  0656 .76 

 Mon 18th  0740 .86 

 Tue 19th  0839 .94 

 Wed 20th  1002 .86 

 Thu 21st  1124 .9 

 Fri 22nd  1225 .79 

 Sat 23rd 1313 .68 

 Sun 24th  1356 .57 

 Mon 25th  1435 .48 

 Tue 26th  1513 .4 

 Wed 27th  1630 .34 

 Thu 28th  1625 .31 

 Fri 29th  1701 .31 

 Sat 30th  0540 .44 

  1736 .35 

 Sun 31st  0620 .4 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
MONTH DAY TIME HEIGHT IN 

METRES 

April Mon 1st  0722 .68 

 Tue 2nd  0828 .7 

 Wed 3rd  0945 .72 

 Thu 4th  1101 .68 

 Fri 5th  1205 .59 

 Sat 6th  1301 .49 

 Sun 7th  1353 .42 

 Mon 8th  1434 .38 

 Tue 9th  1511 .36 

 Wed 10th  1543 .36 

 Thu 11th  1613 .37 

 Fri 12th  1641 .4 

 Sat 13th  0522 .59 

  1709 .45 

 Sun 14th  0557 .65 

 Mon 15th  0632 .73 

  1813 .61 

 Tue 16th 0713 .8 

 Wed 17th  0803 .86 

 Thu 18th  0909 .88 

 Fri 19th  1022 .84 

 Sat 20th  1126 .75 

 Sun 21st  1220 .64 

 Mon 22nd  1308 .52 

 Tues 23rd  1352 .42 

 Wed 24th  1434 .34 

 Thu 25th  1515 .28 

 Fri 26th  1555 .26 

 Sat 27th  1635 .27 

 Sun 28th  0536 .42 

  1716 .32 

 Mon 29th  0628 .48 

 Tue 30th  0725 .54 
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“There has to be a better way” 

 

Although Jacob Leveson from Conserve.IO was 
talking about harnessing the one billion 
smartphone users anticipated by 2015 as citizen 
scientists and devising a phone ‘app’ to enable 
better data collection for scientists, seagrass data 
collection can become less subjective now, by an 
increased use of cameras.   

Currently, photographs are taken at three of 
eleven quadrants along the 50m transect line.  
But, if participants were to use a GPS capable 
camera to photograph each and every quadrant, 
this would eliminate the element of doubt that 
may exist, particularly when a site is monitored 
by participants or different teams whose 
estimation of “% Seagrass Cover” may vary.   

This is a simple yet significant step, which not 
only improves the data made available for 
scientific analyses but makes it easier for 
participants.
Source: http://conserve.io/blog/postid-
4?goback=%2Egde_153501_member_200087178 
 




 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In pre-European times, the Brisbane River carried an 

(estimated) twenty thousand tonnes of sediment 

every year.  

Nowadays, in a normal year there’s about half a 

million tonnes. 

The 2011 flood carried an estimated ten million 

tonnes of mud into Moreton Bay, nearly twenty years 

worth of mud. 

Dr James Udy 
Healthy Waterways Chief Scientist 

And while this ecosystem has proved more resilient 
than expected, nobody knows how much more it can 
take. The one thing that’s certain it’s too beautiful to 
risk finding out. 

Ruben Meerman, Catalyst Reporter 

 

 

 

APPealing APPs 

making science more  

APProachable  

for the kids  

There are many great APPs available 

that can make learning fun, elicit 
excitement and be a precursor to 
participation in citizen science programs 
such as Seagrass Watch.   

Check out the FREE APP that will have 

kids of all ages learning about sea 
creatures and multiple branches of 
science by building a robot and staging a 
rescue mission.  

http://citizenscientistsleague.com/2013/01/30/five-apps-
to-help-your-children-get-excited-about-science/ 

 

 

Citizen science can produce 
reliable data  

John Gollan Research Fellow, School of the 
Environment at University of Technology, Sydney 

7 January 2013, 6.24am AEST 

 When members of the public collect data for scientific 

research in a voluntary capacity, that’s called ‘citizen 

science’.  In his article, John dismisses the stigma that 

is sometimes attached to data collected this way 

saying that research in this area continues to show 

that data collected by what is essentially a non-

professional workforce is comparable to that 

collected by professional scientists. 

“Citizen science has benefits for scientists – including 

an inexpensive and potentially large labour force – 

and citizens, who get knowledge and fulfilment. 

These schemes expose people to the environment 

and develop the stewardship ethic.” 

Read more: http://theconversation.edu.au/citizen-
science-can-produce-reliable-data-10815 
 

 

“There has to be a better way” 
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Would you like to 

  give the environment a helping hand? 

  learn or develop skills? 

  advance a career? 

  spend time with like minded people? 

  simply enjoy yourself? 

Why not join us in  

seagrass monitoring ?   

 

To find out more contact: 

Debra Henry, Project Officer  
Tide to Table – SEQ, OceanWatch Australia 

T: 07 3286 6194 | M: 0488 087 772 

debra@oceanwatch.org.au    www.oceanwatch.org.au 

 

 

Seagrass-Watch HQ endorsed 

Training Workshops 2013 

Noosa, Qld:  09 - 10 March 2013 

Training level: Level 1 (basic)* 
Location: 

CWA Hall, 123 Poinciana Avenue, Tewantin 
Time: to be confirmed 

Participants: Noosa volunteers (25 max) 
Field: Keyser Is, Nancy Cato Park (to be confirmed) 

Time: to be confirmed 

Sponsors: Noosa Integrated Catchment Association 

Inc, Caring for our Country, Noosa Biosphere Ltd 
and Seagrass-Watch HQ 

REGISTRATION:Please download the Registration 
form from the Seagrass-Watch website and email 

the completed form to Seagrass-Watch HQ 
(hq@seagrasswatch.org) 

before 5pm AEST, March 01 2013 
Currently there are: 25 places available. 

For further information please contact Seagrass-
Watch HQ 

*Level 1 (basic) requirements = must have 
Seagrass-Watch monitoring experience by 
participating in at least one or more field 

monitoring events prior to attending. This can be 

arranged by contacting NICA. 

Maree Prior 
Projects Development Officer & Coordinator 

Noosa Integrated Catchment Association Inc. (NICA) 
and Cooloola Coastcare Association Inc. (CCAI) 

NICA Contact: 

Shop 20, Noosa Marina (last shop on the right) 
PO Box 172, Tewantin QLD 4565 

Tel: 07-5449 9650 / 0417 554 905 
www.noosariver.com.au 

http://www.seagrasswatch.org/training.html#works

hop13 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goldcoastcatchments.org/me
mbers/seagrass-watch.htm 

 
http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/seagr

ass/ 
 

http://www.seagrasswatch.org 
 

Daniela Wilken-Jones 
Coordinator, SGW Gold Coast 

C/- QPWS Burleigh 
Phone: (07) 5520 9600 
Mobile:0432 988 513 

goldcoastseagrasswatch@hotmail.com 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is designed to 

provide information on seagrass-related matters 

and is distributed to complement, supplement 

and direct the reader to, other sources of 

information.  While every effort has been made 

to make this newsletter as relevant and accurate 

as possible, there may be mistakes, both 

typographical and in content. 
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