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Winning ways with Wildlife Australia   

Nicole Kidman, WHO Magazine’s ‘woman in red’ beat 
us to the top accolades of overall Magazine Cover of 
the Year.  But, in our category – Science, technology 
and nature – Wildlife Australia beat the likes of 
Australian Geographic. 

The prestigious Maggies, Magazine Cover of the Year 
Awards 2013, celebrated the best magazine covers in 
Australia. 

The Autumn 2013 issue of Wildlife Australia featured 
Blue lialam photographed by Alex Cearns from 
Houndstooth Studio and caught the eye of the 
selection panel consisting of ‘industry heavyweights’. 

See the other category winners 
http://www.themaggies.com.au/archive-
details/2013/au/  

 

 

You can judge a book by its cover 

When it comes to Wildlife Australia, you really can 
judge a book by its cover.  Not only are there stunning 
images adorning the cover page, but there’s plenty 
through the magazine as well, and many great and 
varied articles.  For instance, the article relating to 
The Maggies award winning cover of Blue lialums. 

Gaze a while at these giant clams, which seem to be 
smiling.  Don’t you feel calmer?  They link to an article 
inside “Feeling Blue?” about the mental health 
benefits of interactions with nature.   

By showcasing natural beauty and 
telling the great ecological stories of 
this continent, Wildlife Australia 
motivates stronger ties to nature to 
empower conservation . . . and it’s 
been doing so for 50 years! 

 

  
 

A fitting way to celebrate 50 years 
of publication . . . 

Special Christmas Offer: two 
gifts for the price of one!   

For each print/hard copy 
subscription, you get a free 
digital subscription to give to 
someone who prefers reading 
online.  You will receive a 
special postcard with login 
details to forward to your 
recipient.  Simply introduce 
someone new to Wildlife 
Australia and you will 
automatically receive the gift 
voucher and instructions with 
your receipt.  Buy your gift 
subscription  

http://www.wildlife.org.au/m

agazine/index.html 

 

http://www.themaggies.com.au/archive-details/2013/au/
http://www.themaggies.com.au/archive-details/2013/au/
http://www.wildlife.org.au/magazine/index.html
http://www.wildlife.org.au/magazine/index.html
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Mangrove iD 
By MangroveWatch Ltd 

Compiled and written by Dr Norman C Duke the definitive 
Mangrove iD is out now! It has everything you always 
wanted to know about mangroves but didn’t know who to 
ask. 

 

According to the iTunes Preview . . . It is just like having 

your very own mangrove expert on call. 

 

The guide provides more than 500 exquisite images, world 
distribution records and authoritative botanical 
descriptions of all 85 mangrove plant species, hybrids and 
varieties occurring worldwide; plus a selection of 15 
common Associate plants you are likely to come across. 
The information and data presented provides the very 
latest up-to-date botanical information from Dr Duke's 
Mangrove Flora Project conducted over the last three 
decades.  

The purpose of the guide is two-fold: one, to show off the 
diversity and distribution of these plants; and two, to 
improve our knowledge of them. For this, you are invited 
to contribute by helping fill remaining gaps revealed in the 
guide. It could be a new image, or just a better one, or, it 
could be more information on peak flowering and fruiting 
periods, or even a new species! Such observations are 
essential information for understanding what is happening 
in the world around us!  

And, things are changing more and more rapidly. Scientists 
and environmental managers everywhere need your help. 
The knowledge you have of local occurrences and events is 
essential and much needed! 

  

 

 

“. . . just like having your very 
own mangrove expert on call”

 

It’s an Ideal Gift! 
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TREND Citizen Science app 

 

 

 

 

 

Citizen scientists are using the TREND Citizen Science 
app to assist in determining regeneration rates in an 
area of the Mt Lofty Ranges which was recently burned 
by park rangers.  

Photo points have been established and signage erected 
to guide citizen scientists through the process of using 
their smart phones to take pairs of photos and submit 
them using the .  The photo pairs are combined to form 
a 3D reconstruction of the landscape and its vegetation 
using technology that TREND developed in partnership 
with the Australian Centre for Visual 
Technologies (ACVT). The program manager of TREND, 
Mr Stefan Caddy-Retalic, of the University of Adelaide, 
says citizen scientists’ photos will contribute to 
scientists’ understanding of how vegetation 
regenerates. 

‘By combining photo pairs to produce a 3D model and 
then doing that repeatedly over time, we can visualise 
and measure how the different species in a community 
come back after fire, how quickly things grow, and if 
fire changes the mix of species in an area, in specific 
detail,’ Stefan says. 

‘There is no way we can collect this information 
ourselves, as it would cost far too much to have staff 
on the ground for the time we’d need to collect the 
data. So citizen scientists can play a role. 

 

 
 

http://www.tern.org.au/Newslet
ter-2013-Nov-TREND-Cleland-
citizen-science-photo-points-

pg27391.htm 

TREND - Transects for 
Environmental 
Monitoring and Decision 
Making - is a component of 

the Australian Transect 
Network, a long-term 
research and monitoring 
program dedicated to 
understanding how species 
and ecosystems change over 
space and time. The 
Australian Transect Network 
is a major initiative of the 
Terrestrial Ecosystems 
Research Network, a 
collaboration of scientists and 
policy experts across Australia 
dedicated to exploring and 
understanding Australia’s 
ecosystems and agricultural 
systems 
 

 

http://www.trendsa.org.au/mobile_app
http://www.trendsa.org.au/mobile_app
http://www.trendsa.org.au/mobile_app
http://www.acvt.com.au/
http://www.acvt.com.au/
http://tern.org.au/Australian-Transect-Network-pg22748.html
http://tern.org.au/Australian-Transect-Network-pg22748.html
http://www.tern.org.au/
http://www.tern.org.au/
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Mangrooving by the CCCG  

 

 

 

 

 

Two members of the Currimundi Catchment Care 
Group (CCCG) have participated in the 
MangroveWatch training program and, armed with 
their newfound knowledge and a kit provided by 
Wildlife Queensland they teamed up with two other 
members of their group and took to the waterways.   

Onboard a tinnie, they mapped the locations of 
mangroves in Currimundi Lake and creeks, gathered 
baseline data on the locations, physical characteristics 
and diversity of species present.  The group is keen to 
undertake ‘mangrooving’ in the area in six months 
time, gathering the same type of data so as 
comparisons can be made on the growth, distribution 
and general health of the mangroves.   

Vdeo footage was taken of the entire shoreline of 
Currimundi Lake and Currimundi Creek north and 
south arm, and the presence of mangroves and other 
vegetation has been recorded.  GPS readings were 
taken at various points along the waterways, and still 
photographs were taken of the mangroves and other 
many physical features of the foreshore and 
waterways.  And, a key benefit of having locals 
involved in monitoring is the knowledge they have of 
the waterways and adjoining land uses, past and 
present which so often affect waterway health.  

Well done Currimundi Catchment Care Group.  

 
Photo courtesy Currimundi Catchment Care Group 

  
 

For more news on the Currimundi 
Catchment Care Group and the great 

at work they’re doing, check out: 
http://www.currimundicatchment.or
g.au/cccg/portfolio-item/mangroves-

in-the-currimundi-catchment/ 
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Valuing our Saltmarsh 
Cheryl Bolzenius, WetlandCare Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A community group passionate about rehabilitating a 

local degraded saltmarsh area has led to partnerships 

between several organisations to develop and 

undertake monitoring activities in order to establish 

baseline data and assess ecological function. 

 

The Redcliffe Environmental Forum (REF), with 

support from WetlandCare Australia (WCA) and 

James Cook University Mangrove Watch (JCU MW), 

has been monitoring a saltmarsh area along Saltwater 

Creek at Rothwell for the past 18 months.  The area, 

managed by Moreton Bay Regional Council, is 

adjacent to a Green Zone in the Moreton Bay Marine 

Park and is also a Declared Fish Habitat area.  The 

main impact on the saltmarsh is from vehicles, both 

historically and present day, causing loss of 

vegetation, compaction, erosion and changes to 

hydrology.  

  

 
 
A white-faced heron feeding amongst samphires 

 Image by Bob Crudginton, Manic Multi-Media  

Community volunteers conducting 
epifauna counts 

 

Saltmarsh epifauna feeding on bare 
sediment and algal mat at Bremner Rd 

reference site 

Source:  Bremer Rd, Hays Inlet 
Community Saltmarsh Monitoring 
Progress Data Summary by Jock 

Mackenzie. Report No 13/45, Aug 2013 
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Valuing our Saltmarsh (continued) 
 

The objectives of the monitoring program are to 

assess the sites health and functionality, guide 

onground rehabilitation works, and monitor the 

success of these works.  Site specific monitoring 

methodology has been developed by JCU MW team 

and includes vegetation, epifauna, and water quality 

monitoring, nekton sampling and hydrology 

assessment.   

Once trained, volunteers from REF and WCA staff 

have been out on site every couple of months 

collecting data.  This data has then been provided to 

JCU MW for analysis.  An adjacent saltmarsh in good 

condition has been monitored as well and has been 

used as a reference site for data comparison.   

The good news is, that even in a degraded state, the 

saltmarsh is still providing habitat and ecosystem 

services however it is recommended that the site be 

rehabilitated rather than continue to be degraded. 

A key outcome of this project has been the 

development of on an online training tool for 

saltmarsh monitoring, utilising the learnings from this 

community based monitoring project.  The site 

includes information on saltmarsh ecology and 

ecosystem function, monitoring and assessment 

methodology and practical ‘how to’ guides with short 

videos.  If you are interested in finding out more 

about saltmarsh, or perhaps keen to monitor one in 

your local area, then check out 

http://saltmarsh.enviroed.com.au   

If you would like to know more about this project, 

contact Cheryl cherylb@wetlandcare.com.au 

 
  

 
 
 

View the full report online: 
http://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tro
pwater/resources/13%2045%20Bremner%2
0Rd,%20Hays%20Inlet%20Community%20Sa

ltmarsh%20monitoring%20Program.pdf 

http://saltmarsh.enviroed.com.au/
mailto:cherylb@wetlandcare.com.au
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Cracking a black box: Predicting 
mangrove recruitment under global 
environment change” 

 
Presenter: Associate Prof Todd Minchinton 
University of Wollongong 
 
Abstract: 
 
While mangroves are being cleared for aquaculture in 
tropical regions, they are expanding poleward and 
invading coastal salt marsh at temperate latitudes.  
Restoring mangrove forests and predicting range 
expansions both require an understanding of 
recruitment, including how environmental change 
influences fruit production, propagule dispersal and 
seedling establishment.   
 
Despite the curiously large, viviparous and buoyant 
propagules of mangroves, research on the dynamics 
of recruitment lags and our understanding of key 
demographic processes remains a black box.   
 
Today, I will tell three stories about how non-
indigenous species, warming oceans and nutrient 
loading all have the potential to alter recruitment of 
the mangrove Avicennia marina and thus its 
distribution in Australia.  
 
Wetland Care Australia’s Cheryl Bolzenius who 
attended the conference shared what she considers 
to be the Take Home Messages: 
 

  Local human disturbance has a greater influence 
than climate change on the dispersal and 
establishment of mangroves into saltmarsh areas. 
 

  Some of these results are probably common sense 
and as always, more research is needed, 
particularly on other species that have different 
shaped propagules and distribution ranges. 


You can read more of Cheryl’s Conference Notes in 

next month’s edition.   
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Monitoring endangered species to death  

THREE leading Australian environmental scientists have 
called for a substantial change to the way the world 
responds to wildlife that is going extinct. 
 
In a paper provocatively entitled “Counting the books while 
the library burns”, the researchers produce evidence that 
 many wildlife programs round the world are monitoring 
species to the point of extinction – often without taking the 
necessary action to save them. 
 

Professor David Lindenmayer and Dr Maxine Piggott of the 
ARC Centre of Excellence for Environmental Decisions (CEED) 
and the Australian National University, and Assoc. Professor 
Brendan Wintle of CEED and the University of Melbourne 
warn in the Frontiers of Ecology that some conservation 
programs are standing by and watching species die out. 
 

Their work, funded through Australia’s National 

Environmental Research program (NERP), highlights the 

growing challenge of saving almost 20,000 endangered 

animals, birds and reptiles from extinction – and proposes a 

new action plan.    
 

New editions and sorting fact from fiction 
 

Far from ‘counting the books while the library burns’ those 

involved in Wildlife Queensland’s (WQ) projects are writing 

new editions and helping sort fact from fiction.   
 

While supportive of a new action plan WQ’s State President 

and Project Manager Moreton Bay Community Seagrass-

Watch & MangroveWatch Simon Baltais says “the data 

collected by volunteers provides ongoing snapshots of the 

current state of the environment and is used to negotiate 

investment in preventative measures and recovery programs. 
 

“Data collected contributes to reports which highlight where 

remediation and education is needed; politicians and 

bureaucrats are lobbied to invest in natural resource 

management; and the friends, families, colleagues and the 

wider community are made more aware though monitoring 

by Citizen Scientists.   

 
http://www.therural.com.au/sto

ry/1930095/monitoring-
endangered-species-to-

death/?cs=1532 

 
 

Protecting wildlife 

  Influencing choices 

    Engaging communities 

 

http://www.wildlife.org.au/pro

jects/index.html 

http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
http://www.therural.com.au/story/1930095/monitoring-endangered-species-to-death/?cs=1532
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Dugong Health Assessment 

University of Queensland researchers, supported by 
staff from Sea World, Taronga Zoo and Sydney 
Aquarium, conduct an annual dugong health 
assessment in Moreton Bay. The health assessments 
help monitor the health of the bay's wild dugong 
population and keep track of the health of coastal 
marine ecosystems. 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring teams look for coal dust 

Seagrass and mangrove monitoring teams from Wildlife 
Queensland and locals from Sandgate are helping 
researchers improve our understanding of the 
distribution of coal dust in Moreton Bay.  Core samples 
are being collected and sent away for analysis.  
Findings will be posted in future newsletter editions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
For more news from UQ http://www.uq.edu.au/news/ 

 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

mVo2F8S4I_E 

 
 

Collecting sand samples are (L-R) recent recruits Nev and Jenny, 
with Mangrove-Watch mentor Geoffrey Redman and WQ 

Community Science Officer Alix Baltais. 

http://www.wildlife.org.au/
http://www.wildlife.org.au/
http://www.uq.edu.au/news/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVo2F8S4I_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVo2F8S4I_E
http://seagrassmb.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/img_7489.jpg
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Tidal Wetland Rehabilitation: 
2014 Australian Mangrove Society 
Conference and Workshop 
 
Mangrove enthusiasts are invited to register for the 
2014 Australian Mangrove Society Conference to be 
held on the 24-28th February 2014, hosted by James 
Cook University Townsville, Queensland, Australia. 
 
The Conference will host professional researchers, 
managers and consultants, as well as, community 
enthusiasts interested in mangrove and tidal wetland 
issues around Australia. We are keen to establish a 
formal network to promote our sustainable 
communication and collaboration, as well as for 
student and community mentoring.  
 
The Workshop addresses a key primary issue nominated 
by colleagues from around the country. This involves an 
initial focus on shoreline rehabilitation and monitoring 
of both mangrove and tidal saltmarsh habitat, 
collectively known as tidal wetlands. The intertidal 
zone habitats are understandably vulnerable and highly 
threatened natural environments subject to direct 
human pressures as well as climate change and sea 
level rise. We need to come together now to protect 
and better manage these valuable natural resources.  
 
We would really like you to participate in both events, 
but we have structured it so you can come to either.  
To find out more about this event please go to the 
respective links: Conference 
https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resou
rces/research/tropwater/resources/australian-
mangrove-society-conference-2014  
Workshop on Mangrove Rehabilitation  
https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resou
rces/mangrove-workshop-science-based-management  
Inquiries: Yvette yvette.williams@jcu.edu.au 
 
 

Norm Duke, Damien Burrows, Jock Mackenzie, 
Yvette Williams 
Organising Committee for the 2014 Australian 
Mangrove Society Conference & Workshop

 

 

 

https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resources/research/tropwater/resources/australian-mangrove-society-conference-2014
https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resources/research/tropwater/resources/australian-mangrove-society-conference-2014
https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resources/research/tropwater/resources/australian-mangrove-society-conference-2014
https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resources/mangrove-workshop-science-based-management
https://research.jcu.edu.au/research/tropwater/resources/mangrove-workshop-science-based-management
mailto:yvette.williams@jcu.edu.au
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Declining seagrasses in a changing world: 
The 11

th
 International Seagrass Biology 

Workshop (ISBW) (China, 7 – 10 November 2014) 

 
The International Seagrass Biology Workshop (ISBW) 
gives a good chance for the scientists working on 
various aspects of seagrass ecosystems to come 
together and discuss their latest achievements. The 
ISBW11 will be held from 7-10 November 2014 at Sanya 
city, Hainan Province, China, organized by South China 
Sea Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. ISBW11 convenor is Dr Xiaoping Haung. 
 
The following symposia themes were chosen for 
ISBW11: 

1) Key Ecological Processes; 
2) Ecosystem Vulnerability and Resilience; 
3) Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services; 
4) Management and Restoration. 
 
Important dates: 

22 March 2014 - Opening of registration on the web site 
30 May 2014 - Opening of  online payment 
30 May 2014 - Beginning of hotel reservation 
10 August 2014 - The last day of abstract submission 
01 September 2014 - End of early bird payment 
25 September 2014 - Notification of abstract 
acceptance 
15 October 2014 - End of online payment 
25 October 2014 - Notification of final list of 
participants to the ISBW11 
07 November 2014 - ISBW11 begins 
 
For more information, visit 
http://isbw11.csp.escience.cn/dct/page/1 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://seagrasswatch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0154686ee8a5ec0671db0d5db&id=cdf0dd9b92&e=90d65c3b62
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Looking ahead 

The new Coochiemudlo Island Calendar (2014) has 
been compiled and published by Peter Wear, one of 
our ‘Mangroovers’.  Capturing some magic moments 
and special places that many have not (yet) shared, 
this year there’s also a DVD of all 26 photos from 
2013 & 2014 - they make super screen-savers and a 
great Xmas gift that lasts all year around.  

Once again, proceeds will benefit Coochiemudlo 
First Responders (the island’s paramedics).  

Nerrilee’s World 
Written by Anne Hamilton and Sandra Temple 
Published in 2009 by Wombat Books, RRP $15.00 
 

This educational picture book features beautiful 
watercolour illustrations by Sandra Temple, 
depicting Australian marine life, specific to 
Brisbane’s Moreton Bay.  Sandra is President of the 
Qld Wildlife Artists and she and fellow members 
not only increase appreciation of wildlife, they 
support projects which aim to protect the species 
they so beautifully depict.   
 

Anne Hamilton’s read aloud text celebrates 
friendship and diversity in this story from under the 
sea.  Games and activities are hidden in Nerrilee’s 
World, teachers’ notes and children’s activities are 
available online and include links for children to 
identify each fish and marine species featured. 

 
Ridding yourself of unwanted guests 
at Christmas and throughout the year 
 

If you have furred or feathered guests in your house 
that have outstayed their welcome, call Peter the 
Possum & Bird Man. Possums are native and 
protected so can’t be relocated by law, but Peter 
can quote to find the holes and ‘possum proof’ your 
home for good.  When he’s not out Seagrass-
Watching, Brian can also help get rid of rats, mice, 
birds, bees, wasps, pigeons and bush turkeys. 

 

 
Purchase online:http://www.coochie.net.au/ 

 

 
Check it out www.possumman.com.au 

 

 

 
To purchase this and other great works by 

Sandra Temple visit: 
http://www.sandratemple.com/illustration

/view-book.php?product_id=60 
 

Supporting those who support us: 

 

 
Ideal Gifts! 

http://www.coochie.net.au/
http://www.possumman.com.au/
http://www.sandratemple.com/illustration/view-book.php?product_id=60
http://www.sandratemple.com/illustration/view-book.php?product_id=60
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Celebrating their achievements recently are some of the members of the 
Moreton Bay Community Seagrass-Watch and MangroveWatch teams, 

supporters Ann and Barry Ingham, WPSQ State President Simon Baltais and 
MangroveWatch Academic Dr Norm Duke. 

A huge THANK YOU to them, and TO ALL OF YOU who’ve helped us to 
understand, appreciate and better manage our natural capital. 

 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and 

every happiness throughout the coming year. 
 

Keep an eye out for our January edition with a report on the 
2013 Monitoring and with a 2014 Monitoring Calendar. 

 

From Simon, Debra, Alix and Emma 
Wildlife Queensland’s 

Community Seagrass-Watch and MangroveWatch Team 

 

 

 

Season’s Greetings 
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WPSQ has been established 50 years and has a long 
history of monitoring fauna and flora.  This happens 
with assistance of volunteers and with financial and in-
kind support from members, sponsors, other 
organisations and grants.   
 
When funding is available, Seagrass-Watch and 
MangroveWatch scientists are engaged to provide 
training, data analyses, report writing and 
presentations.  When funding is not available, data is 
stored for future reference; it is available for scrutiny 
or interpretation by interested persons.  As long as the 
data is collected using the correct methodologies and is 
of high quality it will form an important record of 
conditions and changes over time.  
 
Moreton Bay Community Seagrass-Watch data can be 
sourced from:   
http://seagrasswatch.org/moreton_bay.html 
http://sgwmb.azurewebsites.net/seagrass_Survey_Sit
es.html 
 
The 2012 MangroveWatch Data Summary for Moreton 
Bay can be sources at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/13n4axqp0udripx/Mangro
veWatch%20Moreton%20Bay%202012%20Data%20Summar
y%20web%20version.pdf 
 
If you want to be part of a growing number of ‘citizen 
scientists’ WPSQ can provide the training, equipment, 
support or connections. 
 
If you’re unable to actively participate there are other 
ways for you to help. For more information on the 
Citizen Science programs supported by Wildlife 
Queensland’s visit 
http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/ 
 
 
 

 

 Disclaimer: This newsletter is designed to provide information on seagrass and mangrove-

related matters.  It is intended to complement, supplement and direct the reader to, other 

sources of information.  Every effort has been made to make this newsletter as relevant and 

accurate as possible, however there may be mistakes, both typographical and in content. 

 

http://seagrasswatch.org/moreton_bay.html
http://sgwmb.azurewebsites.net/seagrass_Survey_Sites.html
http://sgwmb.azurewebsites.net/seagrass_Survey_Sites.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/13n4axqp0udripx/MangroveWatch%20Moreton%20Bay%202012%20Data%20Summary%20web%20version.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/13n4axqp0udripx/MangroveWatch%20Moreton%20Bay%202012%20Data%20Summary%20web%20version.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/13n4axqp0udripx/MangroveWatch%20Moreton%20Bay%202012%20Data%20Summary%20web%20version.pdf
http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/

