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Accolades, activities and achievements  

2014 Volunteer of the Year Winner 

Geoffrey Redman has been striving to improve mangrove 
conditions for the past decade and this started in his own 
back yard - Cabbage Tree Creek - when he noted the 
absence of mud crabs.  He now monitors mangroves all 
over Moreton Bay as a volunteer in Wildlife Queensland's 
Moreton Bay MangroveWatch program.  

Geoffrey is also the President of the Northern Catchments 
Network which is comprised of community groups with a 
focus on environmental conservation, integration and 
volunteerism.  In addition to these major contributions, 
Geoffrey continues to be involved in a project to restore 
the ecological values of the Cabbage Tree Creek 
mangroves.   

Geoffrey’s commitment to these projects will ensure that 
environmental awareness, along with the mangroves that 
Geoffrey loves, continue to grow. Read more about the 
Healthy Waterways Awards  
 

Sustainable Education Finalists:  
MBEEC and WHSC 
 

During 2013, Whites Hill State College (WHSC) students 
contributed to mangrove monitoring on-board the 
Moreton Bay Environmental Education Centre’s (MBEEC) 
vessel Janjari.  This was undertaken with the assistance of 
citizen scientists trained in the MangroveWatch Shoreline 
Video Assessment Methodology (SVAM) who provided 
one-on-one mentoring for the students in the various roles 
of a MangroveWatch crew.   
 
The authenticity of working scientifically with the citizen 
scientists on-board Janjari provided the students with a 
unique opportunity to learn the importance of mangrove 
habitats and to understand the pressures that Moreton 
Bay mangroves face. 

  

 
Geoffrey Redman onboard for 
MangroveWatch, Brisbane River 

 

 

 

  
(L-R) Tim Roe Teacher-Skipper MBEEC, Judith 

Doolan MangroveWatch’er-Student and Mark 
Granrose Teacher WHSC at the HW Awards 

http://www.northerncatchmentsnetwork.org.au/
http://www.northerncatchmentsnetwork.org.au/
http://healthywaterwaysawards.org/
http://healthywaterwaysawards.org/
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Monitoring statistics: Well Done MBCS 
 
Moreton Bay’s Citizen Scientists are applauded for their 
efforts in collecting data on mangroves and seagrasses.  
These coastal ecosystems show early signs of change and 
have been dubbed ‘coastal canaries’.  Monitoring matters 
because it means better management.   
 
The Citizen Scientists have been hard at work.  Here’s a 
snapshot of their great work over the past 12 months: 
 

 35 ‘citizen scientists’ spent 300 hours monitoring 

seagrass at 15 locations around Moreton Bay  

 the MangroveWatch (Transect-Quadrat) monitoring 

involved 12 citizen scientists at two locations and 75 

hours of monitoring 

 the MangroveWatch SVAM (Shoreline Video 

Assessment Methodology) involved 45 citizen 

scientists and 355 volunteer hours onboard and filming 

of over 200k of shoreline 

 SVAM Citizen Scientists were involved in mentoring-

monitoring - providing one-on-one guidance to high 

school students to undertake the various SVAM roles   

 10 citizen scientists spent over 50 hours demonstrating 

the methodologies at public events.  
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Meeting mangrove monitors, mentors 
and managers 

During Connect to your Creek Week Wildlife Queensland 
(WQ) joined with the Wynnum Redlands Canoe Club and 
invited people to get onboard Moreton Bay Environmental 
Education Centre’s “Janjari” to travel on Tingalpa Creek, 
the boundary of Brisbane and Redland.  Here they ‘met’ 
the mangroves and some of the people who monitor, map, 
manage and analyse them.   
 

With presentations from MangroveWatch (MW) scientists 
and Moreton Bay’s citizen scientists, participants learnt 
what makes ‘mangrooving’ essential and enjoyable; the 
state of mangroves; how the MW program works in SEQ; 
and how we can collectively manage this valuable marine 
habitat.  Read the media article ‘Mangrove lovers tour 
Tingalpa Creek’ 

 
Community Short Film Night 
 

Keeping the Connect to your Creek theme, WPSQ Bayside 
teamed with Redlands Kayak Tours to present a few short 
films by young film makers about our waterways.  Redland 
City Councillor Paul Bishop who retains a keen interest in 
the arts and who is a strong advocate for the environment, 
officiated much to the delight of the attendees. 

 

Citizen Science national alliance sought  

A forum was held in May to discuss the establishment of a 
national citizen science body, the Citizen Science Network 
Australia (CSNA) to support citizen science in Australia.   
 

Feedback is being sought on how citizen science across all 
ecological fields and other scientific disciplines including 
health and physics/astronomy can be supported.   
 

You can access material from the workshop, view some of 
the Q&A Sessions, contribute your comments to the 
proposed structure, roles and activities of the group, 
subscribe to the email list via the CSNA webpage or access 
and complete the survey here  

MangroveWatch crew, sponsors and supporters 
onboard during Connect to your Creek Week. 

Photo courtesy Peter Wear 

 

The growth in Citizen Science since 1997 

Cr Paul Bishop speaks with film makers Lexy and Leah 
Lever at the Short Film Night 

 

http://www.baysidebulletin.com.au/story/2300614/mangrove-lovers-tour-tingalpa-creek/
http://www.baysidebulletin.com.au/story/2300614/mangrove-lovers-tour-tingalpa-creek/
http://www.citizenscience.org.au/
http://csna.gaiaresources.com.au/wordpress/?corpo_portfolio=project-2
http://csna.gaiaresources.com.au/wordpress/?corpo_portfolio=project-2
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Upcoming Events 

Monitoring Seagrass 

One of the ideal seagrass monitoring periods in Moreton 
Bay is July-August and many or our Citizen Scientists have 
already selected their dates, are booking kits and securing 
their teams.  If you’d like to help in this important work 
which takes place in various locations in Moreton Bay 
WPSQ can assist with training and instructions; provide a 
seagrass monitoring kit; allocate you a site or match you 
up with an existing team.  

To assist in determining suitable monitoring days and 
times refer to the following links, noting that the colour 
code depicted on the right is used to indicate the 
suitability of tides: Tide Times July and Tide Times August  

Participants are urged to be familiar with potential risks 
and to adopt means of minimizing or eliminating these 
risks. This is outlined in the Attendance, Hazard 
Identification & Risk Avoidance Forms that team members 
sign prior to conducting seagrass or mangrove monitoring 
using the Transect & Quadrat methodology.  

Seagrass-Watch Headquarters 

Citizen Scientists working with Wildlife Queensland 
monitor seagrass in Moreton Bay using the internationally 
acclaimed and utilised Seagrass-Watch methodology 
devised by Australian scientists now based at TropWater, 
JCU Townsville.  For the latest in seagrass news and views 
Australia wide and globally check out Seagrass-Watch HQ’s 
latest newsletter 

  

 

Amity Banks (AB1) Moreton Bay 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Frank%20&%20Deb/Documents/160630%20tide%20times%20july.JPG
file:///C:/Users/Frank%20&%20Deb/Documents/140630%20tide%20times%20august.jpg
file:///C:/Users/Frank%20&%20Deb/Documents/AAA%20WPSQ%20Project%20Officer/2014%20PROJECT%20SGW%20MW/Administration/WHS%20&%20AHIRA/140630%20TEMPLATE%20AHIRA%20SGW%20MWT%20Transect.doc
file:///C:/Users/Frank%20&%20Deb/Documents/AAA%20WPSQ%20Project%20Officer/2014%20PROJECT%20SGW%20MW/Administration/WHS%20&%20AHIRA/140630%20TEMPLATE%20AHIRA%20SGW%20MWT%20Transect.doc
http://seagrasswatch.org/Info_centre/Publications/E-Bulletins/2014/SW_30Jun14.pdf
http://seagrasswatch.org/Info_centre/Publications/E-Bulletins/2014/SW_30Jun14.pdf
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Additional seagrass survey methods 
August – December 2014 
Pumicestone Passage 

 
Dedicated teams of volunteers have regularly collected 
seagrass data over the past decade in several locations 
within the Pumicestone Passage.   
 
The Seagrass-Watch transect and quadrat methodology 
utilized provides a unique means of collecting data and the 
consistency of the monitoring teams provides an 
invaluable historical perspective.  
 
Given the significance of the area, data will also be 
collected via remote sensing and perimeter mapping.  And 
in response to a request from the volunteers, data entries 
and report formats are to be amended.  
 

Pumicestone Passage needs help: 
Halls Creek Community Forum 
3 July 2014, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM  
CCSA Hall, 2 Nutley Street, Caloundra 
 

The Sunshine Coast Council considers the Halls Creek Area 
unsuitable for development and did not include it in its 
new planning scheme – in line with the position held by 
successive Council’s since the early 2000’s.  See a Sunshine 
Coast Council fact sheet here. 
 
The State Government has a different view and has 
instructed the Sunshine Coast Council to include Halls 
Creek 'for further investigation' as a development area. 
The main reasons against development at Halls Creek are: 

 

 Major environmental concerns  

 Preserving the inter-urban break between the 
Sunshine Coast and Brisbane  

 Preferred settlement pattern is to consolidate around 
existing developed areas and planned transport routes 
– not have more urban sprawl. 

You can join the forum on facebook, read more from SCEC, 
or attend the Halls Creek Community Forum on 3rd July.   

 

 

 
Globally, Moreton Bay and 

Pumicestone Passage are unique 

aquatic environments, supporting a 

rich variety of aquatic habitats and 

species, form seagrass meadows, 

coral beds, fish and crustaceans, to 

turtles and dugongs. 

 

Source: State of the Brisbane River, Moreton 

Bay and Waterways, 1996 

http://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/addfiles/documents/planning/seqrp_factsheet1_urban_footprint.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/1491370717747563/?ref=22
http://www.scec.org.au/halls-creek/
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World Mangrove Day Event with the 
Brisbane Airport Corporation 
Thursday 24th July, 2pm – 4pm 
Brisbane Room, Ground Level Brisbane Airport Corporation HQ 

11 The Circuit, Brisbane Airport 

 

MangroveWatch Scientists will meet with the community, 

conservation and the corporate representatives behind 

the Moreton Bay program.  Attendees will learn about the 

importance of the partnerships which are delivering 

scientifically robust data to guide natural resource 

management decisions and investment. 

 
Peaks to Points: Meet the mangrove 
gurus at the Port of Brisbane 
Saturday 26 July, 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Port of Brisbane Café and Meeting Rooms, Level 7, Port Office 
Building, 3 Port Central Ave, Port of Brisbane 
 

Be a part of the Peaks to Points Festival and celebrate 

World Mangrove Day at the Port of Brisbane.  Meet 

mangrove gurus, Dr Norm Duke and Jock Mackenzie the 

scientists who, with support from TropWater at James 

Cook University, devised MangroveWatch, an 

international citizen science program coordinated in 

Moreton Bay by the Wildlife Preservation Society of 

Queensland.   

 

Enjoy fantastic views of Moreton Bay while learning about 

mangroves, the work of the Port of Brisbane’s 

environmental team, and the monitoring done by Moreton 

Bay’s mangrove monitoring crews.  Morning tea and light 

lunch provided.  Bookings are essential as numbers are 

limited. 

 
For bookings contact Debra Henry on 0439 914 631 or 
email debrahenry@wildlife.org.au   

  

 

 

 

 

 
http://www.peakstopoints.com.au/ 

 

mailto:debrahenry@wildlife.org.au
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MangroveWatch Logan River 
Training Session:  JWEEC 
Wednesday 7th August, 6.30 – 9.30pm 
Thursday 9th August, 9.00am – 4.00pm 
Jacobs Well Environmental Education Centre 

WPSQ Logan Branch was successful in receiving a $5000 
EnviroGrant from Logan City Council.  The grant will 
contribute to the costs of training participants and 
conducting monitoring in the Logan River.   

The Jacobs Well Environmental Education Centre (JWEEC) 
will partner in this exciting project which will involve 
students from various schools in and around Logan.  If 
you’re a local and would like to be part of a crew involved 
in monitoring be sure to book as places are limited.   

The training will take place at the JWEEC on Wednesday 
evening 7th August (in-class component: 6pm - 9.00pm) 
and Thursday 8th August (in-class and onboard 
components) between 9am and 4.00pm.  There will then 
be eight monitoring sessions to collect ‘baseline data’ 
conducted prior to June 2015. Not all workshop 
participants will be required for all sessions; and, it is 
hoped that participants will continue to undertake 
monitoring on an annual basis to obtain ‘comparative 
data’.  For inquiries and bookings contact Debra Henry on 
0439 914 631 or email debrahenry@wildlife.org.au   

Conservation Projects 
15th - 20thAugust; 9th – 14th October; 23rd – 28th October  
St Bees Island 
1st - 8th November; 31st October – 7th November 2014  
Norfolk Island 
 

Wild Mob is a not-for-profit organisation that runs 
conservation projects - habitat restoration, wildlife surveys 
and threatened species research - in a diverse range of 
habitat types, such as the Cumberland Islands off Mackay, 
the central Queensland Brigalow Belt, north-west Tasmania 
and Lamington National Park.  If you’re interested in 
participating in the upcoming St Bees Island or Norfolk 
Island projects, find out more at www.wildmob.org   

  

 

 

 
Citizen Scientists and teachers onboard JWEEC 
vessels, Behms Creek 2013 

http://jacobseec.eq.edu.au/
mailto:debrahenry@wildlife.org.au
http://www.wildmob.org/
http://wildmob.org/
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National Science Week Activities: 
“D’art’a”  
Art Exhibition & Data presentation  
18th August, 5.30-8-pm 18th Mangroves – past and present 
18th August, 5.30pm – Monday 25th August 
Commissariat Store, 115 William Street Brisbane 
 

Learn the history and current status of Moreton Bay’s 

mangroves from MangroveWatch scientists Dr Norm Duke 

and Jock Mackenzie.   

 

The presentation of scientific data will be set amid selected 

fine mangrove-themed artworks and an educational activity 

which will be on display until 25th August. 

 

Numbers will be limited and bookings will be essential. For 

queries or bookings contact Debra Henry on 0439 914 631 

or email debrahenry@wildlife.org.au 

Talk and Walk with the ‘watches’   
24th August, 10am – 3pm  
Wellington Point Reserve – King Island 

There are great vistas and significant marine habitats to be 

enjoyed at Wellington Point and King Island.  This National 

Science Week activity gives you the chance to meet 

representatives from the Great Barrier Reef Foundation, 

CoralWatch and Moreton Bay Community MangroveWatch 

and Seagrass-Watch. You’ll learn about the important 

ecological functions provided by the species that inhabit 

the coastal area. 

For further information and bookings contact Debra Henry 

on 0439 914 631 or email debrahenry@wildlife.org.au 

 

  

 

 
The convict built Commissariat Store, home of 
the Royal Historical Society of Qld 

Key habitat values of the King Island 

Conservation Park, and Wellington Point 

 

 

 

 

 

Moreton Bay Community 

 

mailto:debrahenry@wildlife.org.au
mailto:debrahenry@wildlife.org.au
http://www.queenslandhistory.org/our-museum
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Out & About 

Turtle research Moreton Bay 

In early June SEQ Catchments and Quandamooka 
Yoolooburrabee Aboriginal Corporation (QYAC) hosted a 
forum on the research and management of sea turtles in 
Moreton Bay (Quandamooka).  There was also a unique 
opportunity for community members to view turtle 
research activities first hand onboard Moreton Bay 
Environmental Education Centre’s “Inspiration”.  

World renowned turtle expert, Dr Col Limpus and 
colleagues provided information on the Queensland turtle 
research program and findings collected over 40 years as 
well as discussing turtle research and monitoring activities 
being delivered from North Stradbroke Island. 

A short video about turtle monitoring with Quandamooka 
is available for viewing on SEQ Catchments facebook page 

 

Researchers dive into dugong heath 
project in Queensland's Moreton Bay 

A marine researcher on Queensland's Gold Coast says 
conditions for dugongs in Moreton Bay have improved 
after the environment was badly affected by Brisbane's 
2011 floods. 

Sea World on the Gold Coast, the University of 
Queensland, and the Sydney Sea Life Aquarium are 
checking dugong health in a project that started seven 
years ago. 

Up to 20 dugongs will be captured to carry out the health 
assessment, with Sea World welcoming a federal grant of 
$250,000 for whale and dolphin research.  Read more on 
this research  

  

Turtle relieved to be released after tagging, 

measuring and recording some vital statistics. 

Dugong feeds on seagrass in Moreton Bay 
SEQ Catchments, file image 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SEQ-Catchments/302824653087523
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-06-13/researchers-dive-into-dugong-heath-project-in-qlds-moreton-bay/5520720
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-06-13/researchers-dive-into-dugong-heath-project-in-qlds-moreton-bay/5520720
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Cicada Award: looking for  
excellence in  
film and animation 

 
 
 
Students keen on filming or animation and who want to 
help wildlife now have the chance to win great prizes by 
entering the Cicada Award.  
 
Now in its second year the Cicada Award, an award-
winning project of Wildlife Queensland’s Bayside Branch, 
seek short films with a big heart that depict the region’s 
fauna, flora, or a particular conservation issue.  
 
“We’re looking for short films that inspire, touch the spirit, 
that make us wonder, laugh or shed a tear. Through these 
films, particularly if the entrants offer solutions, we can 
help wildlife and provide hope for the future” said Alix 
Baltais, Wildlife Queensland’s Community Science Officer.  
 
The call is out for young wildlife enthusiasts. Read more. . . 
 
FREE professionally-conducted workshops on filming and 
editing are available.  See how and when. . .BE QUICK! 
 
There’s a new blog for sharing ideas on how to embrace, to 
nurture, and to make living sustainably with our wildlife an 
every-day habit.  Go to Living Wildlife Aware 
 
There’s still time to be creative and help our wildlife. Cicada 
Award entries close 30th September.  Read more. . . 
 
The 2013-2014Cicada Award Entry Form, Terms & 
Conditions is available here 
   

 

 

http://www.baysidebulletin.com.au/story/2353881/call-out-for-young-wildlife-enthusiasts/
http://vimeo.com/97695803
http://livingwildlifeaware.vidpicpro.com/
http://wildlifebayside.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/140123-ms-cicada-award.pdf
http://branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside/files/2014/140530%20WQ%20Cicada%20Award,%20Terms%20&%20Conditions.pdf
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This beautifully framed prize-
winning photograph of Moreton 
Bay mangroves or a hard-cover 

educational book specific to 
Moreton Bay could be yours! 

 

WPSQ Raffle  
1st Prize 

Silky Flow 
photographed and donated by  

Ann Ingham 
 

2nd Prize 

Nerrilee’s World  
illustrated and donated by  

Sandra Temple  
 

Tickets just  
$2 each or 3 for $5 

 

AVAILABLE FOR SALE at our events or via 

email:  debrahenry@wildlife.org.au 

Proceeds go towards mangrove and 

seagrass projects in Moreton Bay 
 

Drawn at 4.30pm  

12th December 2014 at 
WPSQ 95 William Street Brisbane 4000 

ABN: 44 235 565 907 
 

WPSQ - Publishers of  

Wildlife Australia Magazine  
since 1962   

 
 

Silky Flow by Ann Ingham.  Framed Photo 545 x 455mm   Valued $450 

 

 
A hard-cover educational picture book features beautiful watercolour 

illustrations depicting a variety of Australian marine life, specific to 
Brisbane's Moreton Bay.  RRP $15 

 

http://www.inghamcollection.com/Wilderness_Design/ANN/ANN.html
http://www.sandratemple.com/
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 Disclaimer: This newsletter is designed to provide information on seagrass and mangrove-

related matters.  It is intended to complement, supplement and direct the reader to, other 

sources of information.  Every effort has been made to make this newsletter as relevant and 

accurate as possible, however there may be mistakes, both typographical and in content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citizen Scientists monitoring  
seagrass and mangroves in Moreton Bay: 
how it works 
 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld (WPSQ) sometimes referred to as 

Wildlife Qld (WQ) is a not-for-profit organisation and funds its Citizen 

Science activities with sponsorship, grants and in-kind support from 

other NGO’s, business, corporations and government departments.  

Underlying this and making it all possible, is the generous input of 

volunteers of all ages and from all walks of life. 

WPSQ aims to increase community awareness about the value of 

seagrass and mangrove habitats; to improve the community’s capacity 

to monitor, and to compile a regional database of citizen science-

sourced seagrass and mangrove data to contribute to managing these 

valuable resources.  To this end WPSQ: 

 supports the Seagrass-Watch and MangroveWatch programs devised 
by scientists based at James Cook University TropWater  

 enlists the interest of volunteers – citizen scientists 

 acquires the equipment needed for monitoring 

 facilitates training, and provides support and coordination 
When funding is available, Seagrass-Watch and MangroveWatch 

scientists are engaged to provide training, data analyses, report writing 

and presentations.  When funding is not available, data is stored for 

future reference; it is available for scrutiny or interpretation by 

interested persons.  As long as the data is collected using the correct 

methodologies and is of high quality it will form an important record of 

conditions and changes over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


