
The Month Ahead…… 
Next Meeting.  

Friday 28th November 2014 7.30 pm  
Simon Baltais – Program manager WPSQ Citizen Science 
Wildlife Queensland and in particular Wildlife Queensland Bayside Branch have 
been undertaking some exciting and useful science in the coastal and nearby 
bushland areas around Moreton Bay. Seagrass and Mangrove, Bush Curlews, native 
fish and other species have been the subject of monitoring over the last decade in 
some cases and using innovate monitoring techniques. A summary of the last few 
years efforts will be the subject of the next talk.  Trends and interesting findings will 
be discussed. Did you know dugongs regularly use our Bayside shoreline seagrass 
meadows. Did you know an ancient relic reef can be found at Ormiston. The 
beautiful Ornate Rainbowfish still inhabits our fresh water streams and the unique 
black Bobuck still lives in our local rainforests. This and other interesting snippets, 
beautiful photos and satellite images will be presented. 
 

Mangrove Watch Cleveland November 2014  
Sunday 30th November 8.00 am 

Help the Mangrove Watch survey team to monitor the mangroves of 
Moreton Bay. Wildlife Queensland's monitoring project is collecting valuable 
data on mangrove health. 
If you like mud and would be able to spend a couple of hours contributing to 
the health of Queensland's coastline and marine environments, we want to 
hear from you. Why not join the Bayside Branch Mangrove Watch on their 
next monitoring session at Cleveland.  
When. Meet at 08.00AM, Low tide is around 09.30 am at 0.65m,  
Where Cul-de-sac at the end of Long Street Cleveland.  
Wear Enclosed footwear, old clothes (you will get muddy)  
Bring Water, mosquito repellent, hat and sunscreen.  
Reward checking on the health of the mangroves, good company and the 
refreshments afterwards.  Finish 10.00 am Contact Steve on 0423 036 676 
 

EDO's first annual trivia night 
5pm, Thursday 20 November 

Queensland Law Society House, Ann St, Brisbane.  email adminqld@edo.org.au 
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GOING DIGIT@L 
Have you considered receiving your newsletter by email? 

If you would like to see the full colour version of the newsletter each 
month,  please let us know by emailing wildlifebb@bigpond.com 

It will save paper, envelopes and postage.  

mailto:adminqld@edo.org.au


Photo credit: projectgreenbag.com 

From the Executive Team...  
Presidents Report 

As 2014 slips away, we seem to be in for another long dry summer in addition to the lack of rain that 
we have been experiencing over the last 6 months. Our recent walk around the edges of Leslie 
Harrison dam to view the results of the intentional draining of the dam highlighted the consequences 
to our wildlife and bushland of reduced rainfall. The dam was a haven for wildlife, whether it was for 
the birds, amphibians or fish and the edge effect on the bushland has been dramatic with the retreat 
of the water line leaving trees high and dry. Whilst the draining was a planned event, all our bushland 
is suffering from diminished inflows and suffering similar stress. 
 
At our last meeting we had a presentation of the Healthy Waterways report card for 2014 which 
highlighted not only the social and economic benefits of this vibrant resource, but that the lack of rain 
and reasonable flows may cause water quality degradation when the rains finally arrive. 
At the recent WPSQ AGM Bayside branch was asked whether it would host the event for 2015, the 
committee has accepted the offer and the provisional date will be Saturday 12th September 2015 on 
Coochiemudlo, make sure you keep that date clear in your diaries. Our annual Cicada award has 
attracted 15 student produced environmental films; these will be shown as an outside event at 
Indigiscapes on Friday 5th December from 6.00 pm. Awards will be presented to the winners and food 
will be available please come along and support their endeavors. 
 
As this our last newsletter for the year I thank every-one for their help and support in such challenging 
times for community groups. Our first meeting next year will be 27th February with Martin Fingland, 
hope to see you all there in support. 
 

Wildlife Queensland presents... 

The Big Bird Event! 
 

WHAT: Wildlife Queensland calls all bird lovers to 
celebrate our feathered friends at this end-of-year event. 
Guest speakers Tim Low, Darryl Jones and Steve Parish 
will share their passion and expertise for Australia’s avian 
realm; Brisbane bird enthusiasts will mix and mingle; 
afternoon tea will be served and prizes will be won!  

VENUE: 
George Williams Hotel Brisbane 
317 - 325 George Street 
Brisbane, QLD 4000 
Date Sunday 7th December 14.00 pm 

CONTACT DETAILS: Wildlife Queensland Head Office: (07) 
3221 0194 or wpsq@wildlife.org.au 

Pictures of affected vegetation at Leslie Harrison Dam - photographs 
courtesy Belinda Homewood. 
 
A lake is the landscape’s most beautiful and expressive feature. It is 
earth’s eye; looking into which the beholder measures the depth of his 
own nature. ~Henry David Thoreau 

mailto:wpsq@wildlife.org.au


Is wildlife trending?   
October 2014 

WPSQ Website 

 

A recent survey undertaken in the Springwood electorate 

by sitting member, John Grant MP, indicates that the 

environment and its wildlife have returned to the top 5 or 

6 matters of concern among young people. Wildlife 

Queensland is aware that "one swallow does not a summer 

make" but welcomes the encouraging findings. 

 

In the 80s and early 90s the environment, biodiversity and 

its habitat were in the top 5 or 6 concerns of the broader 

community. At that time the conservation movement 

created strong community awareness of, and appreciation 

for, the need for environmental protection and ecological 

services. The key organisations within the movement - 

affectionately known as the 'six pack' - presented as a 

united front. 

 

As a member of the Senior Executive Service in the 

Queensland Public Service at the time, I can confirm these 

organisations had the ear of government; their practical 

and realistic approaches were heard and, in many 

instances, acted upon. At all times the broader community 

was informed, and on the whole was supportive and 

appreciative of the Government's need to take action. 

 

During that period there was almost a doubling of the 

National Parks area in Queensland, additional protection of 

marine environments, stronger legislation conserving our 

natural heritage, and enhanced forest and vegetation 

management. 

 

Unfortunately in recent times the conservation movement 

has not maintained this level of awareness of the still 

desperate need to conserve the environment. In fact by 

the mid-1990s, the environment no longer appeared within 

the broader community's top 15 issues of concern. The 

only notable exception to this trend currently is the focus 

on protecting the Great Barrier Reef. As a result of the 

community's demonstrated care for the Reef, both the 

Queensland and Australian Governments are scrambling to 

respond to public pressure to ensure long-term protection 

of the World Heritage Listed Property. 

 

However, the Springwood electorate's recent survey of 

young people's priorities inspires hope that wildlife may 

once again be trending. Located in Logan City to the east of 

the M1 Motorway and extending from Rochedale South in 

the north through Springwood, Daisy Hill and Shailer Park 

on to meet the Logan River, the Springwood electorate is 

largely residential with an estimated total population of 

over 32,049 registered voters. A significant part of the 

koala bushland coordinated conservation area is located 

within this electorate. 

 

The survey mailed to residents in the area between the 

ages of 17 and 25 received approximately 400 responses - 

a more than adequate sample. It asked participants to 

select three issues of personal importance from a list of 12, 

and to specify one problem in their local area they would 

most like to fix. In response to the questions, participants 

indicated that the environment and its wildlife are again 

among their top 5 or 6 matters of concern. Matters that 

rated higher among respondents included cost of living, 

roads and congestion, public transport and health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It appears the environment and its wildlife will be an issue 

within the Springwood electorate in the coming state 

election. Wildlife Queensland is aware that at least two 

candidates are committed to making the environment a 

focus of their campaigns. Whether or not the current LNP 

sitting member can influence change in the Newman 

Government's attitude to the environment and arrest its 

obvious disdain remains to be seen. 

 

A review of activities since 1989 clearly reflects which 

political party has demonstrated the better care for the 

environment over the years. However, it is the view of 

Wildlife Queensland that all parties need to lift their game 

when it comes to environmental protection. 

 

Science and factual information seem to fall on deaf ears, 

but politicians will listen to the community if its collective 

voice is loud enough. This is evidenced by the response to 

the Great Barrier Reef campaign and, on a lesser but still 

significant scale, recent amendments to the use of opera 

house traps to minimise risks to platypus. If you share 

Wildlife Queensland's view that the environment and its 

wildlife matter, please let all candidates know at the 

coming election. 



The term citizen science has only officially been entered into the Oxford Dictionary this year though, roughly, it 
has been practised for a long time. And according to Wikipaedia, notables could be considered as ‘self funded 
Gentlemen Scientists’ Sir Isaac Newton, Benjamin Franklin and Charles Darwin. However the definition means so 
much more these days. Some members of the scientific community in the 70’s decided that Science had become 
too bureaucratic and called for a democratisation of the field.  “Amateurship instead of money-biased technical 
bureaucrats” was advocated by Erwin Chargaff in 1978.  

The Atlas of Living Australia uses the following definition to describe Citizen Science…. 
‘The systematic collection and analysis of data; development of technology; testing of natural phenomena; 

and the dissemination of these activities by researchers on a primarily avocational basis.’ 
 From Wildlife Queensland’s perspective, citizen science has been one of the key focus areas. Projects like 
PlatypusWatch, Quoll Seekers, Curlew Watch, Seagrass and Mangrove monitoring all stem from the citizen 

science principle.  
Anyone can be involved in Science.  

Technology means that we no longer have to spend 
hours writing and documenting findings and the 
instantcy of the internet and communication mean that 
data can be validated and shared across the greater 
community. This means it can be used for decision 
making and project monitoring.  
Seagrass watch data for instance is used in the annual 
Healthy Waterways Report Card. This is also good 
because it means that people can visualise what impact 
their effort is having upon the greater community.  
I have recently been involved in ReefBlitz, a multi-
organisation initiative run predominantly by Earthwatch. 
The event occurred at Cannonvale Beach in the 
Whitsundays and featured a number of experts, 
Terrestrial /Marine and Flora/Fauna, who ran surveys 
which the public were encouraged to partake in.  
Data was collected using the iNaturalist smart phone 
application which enabled a species to be identified, 
photographed, geo-located and commented on. Overall  
635 observations were made and a number of these 
have already been verified to be added to the Atlas of 
Living Australia website.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rocky Shores Survey at ReefBllitz 

Photo from ReefBlitz 2014 Facebook 
 
This event was really exciting and I think it is going to 
pave the way for many more just like across the country. 
A big well done must go to the organisers of the event. It 
was a privilege to be involved. So keep an eye out for 
next years survey on their facebook page or in our 
newsletters. 

In keeping with the Citizen Science theme, Wildlife Queensland 

Headoffice has undergone some re-naming, Seagrass and 

Mangrove monitoring now are under one easy name 
 

Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science 
Keep an eye out for future projects by CCS, they’ve got some 

exciting things in the mix. If you’d like to get in contact to learn 
more or even get involved, email wpsqccs@gmail.com 

Blog site: http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/  

http://www.ala.org.au/get-involved/citizen-science/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ReefBlitz/1446344258971885?sk=timeline
mailto:wpsqccs@gmail.com
http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/
http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/


Citizen scientists bring more 
critters online 
December 13, 2013 | Chris McKay 
 
Back in October we took a look at the 
phenomenon of citizen science that has really 
taken off over the last decade, particularly with 
the internet and smart devices allowing people to 
contribute to projects online. 
 
Since then two big citizen science events have 
taken place in Australia – the inaugural ACT 
Bioblitz and the Great Koala Count in NSW. 
The ACT Centenary Bioblitz, organised by 
Molonglo Catchment Group in partnership with 
the Atlas of Living Australia, saw citizen scientists 
trekking around Canberra’s Black Mountain  
 
Reserve surveying the local biodiversity – birds, 
insects, mammals, fish and more. Over 450 people 
turned out to participate during the last weekend 
in October. Molonglo Catchment Group has 
released their wrap up of the event, saying a total 
of 322 different species were recorded from a 
total of 808 sightings. We were there to capture 
the action.  
 
Then in November, the Great Koala Count took 
place in NSW, organised by the NSW Parks 
Association in partnership with the Atlas. Over a 
period of ten days citizen scientists surveyed their 
local environments and used a special app to 
record sightings of koalas and, importantly, an 
absence of koalas. Almost 800 citizen scientists 
took part in the count which generated 1000 
records – and made international headlines. 
 
The biodiversity data captured by both these 
events will be entered into the Atlas of Living 
Australia where it will become part of Australia’s 
online biodiversity record. Here it will meet with 
data that has been collected by scientists or stored 
in biological collections over previous decades, 
even centuries. This old data, often existing as 
hand written notes, is being painstakingly 
transcribed into digital format for the Atlas by yet 
more citizen scientists. November saw a milestone 
50,000th task transcribed by an Atlas volunteer 
and the 500th volunteer signed on to help – the 

most prolific volunteer, Megan, has completed 
10,000 of those tasks! 
Ok great, so all that hard earned data is in the 
database… but what happens then? 
Ok great, so all that hard earned data is in the 
database… but what happens then? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the Atlas’ Director John La Salle mentions in the 
video above, biodiversity surveys provide a 
snapshot of what species are living in a particular 
place at a particular time – or in the koalas’ case 
where they are living and in what sort of numbers. 
Once you have that baseline established you can 
measure any changes with greater accuracy and 
confidence, such as any decline in koala 
distribution, and therefore carry out more 
informed environmental management for 
example. And when you transcribe old records into 
a digital format and enter them in the database 
you can also make comparisons with the past. 
 
The Atlas is a data scientist’s paradise and as the 
database grows so does its potential for use. Some 
researchers have been demonstrating how the 
spatial portal of the Atlas could be used to 
determine which environments in Australia are 
best suited for producing great Pinot Noir, or those 
that may be environmentally sensitive to a wind 
farm because of the bird and bat species present – 
these case studies and others give an insight into 
the Atlas’ capabilities. 
You can add your own sightings of species you 
come across at any time using the OzAtlas app or 
through the online portal. 
 
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/citizen-science/ 
 
 

http://csironewsblog.com/2013/10/18/citizens-lend-me-your-science-ing/
http://csironewsblog.com/2013/10/18/citizens-lend-me-your-science-ing/
http://inspiringtheact.org.au/event/act-centenary-bioblitz/
http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/news_&_events.htm#Bioblitz_wrap_up
http://www.npansw.org.au/index.php/campaigns/the-great-koala-count
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303460004579191144249025298
http://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/volunteers-capture-50000/
http://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/volunteers-capture-50000/
http://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/volunteers-capture-50000/
http://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/volunteers-capture-50000/
http://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/volunteers-capture-50000/




Source: River Smart http://www.riversmart.org.au/ 

http://www.wildlife.org.au/v3/projects/platypus/ 
 

Help find the platypus 

Credible sightings of the Platypus 
in the Redlands and Bayside area 
are very few.  
 
On the 29th November we are 
going to have a look around the 
Sheldon and Mt Cotton area. If you 
like to help us please contact Steve 
bhomewoo@bigpond.net.au  

http://www.wildlife.org.au/v3/projects/platypus/
http://www.wildlife.org.au/v3/projects/platypus/
mailto:bhomewoo@bigpond.net.au


Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 

 
 
Memberships Types 
 $30.00 Single 
 Concession (Pensioner/Full Student) 
 $45.00 Family or Non Profit Group 
 $12.50 Junior 
 

Optional Wildlife Magazine Subscription 
 $47.00 per year inc GST (Four Issues) 
 $90 for 2 years inc GST (Eight Issues) 
 $70.00 per year (International Post) 
 $135 for 2 years (International Post) 
 

Optional Donation $________________ 
For Campaign _____________________ 
(Bayside does not tax deductible status) 
 

Postal address: PO Box 427, Capalaba 4157 

 

 
 
Name  _________________________ 
Address ________________________ 
__________________P/C__________ 
Phone No  ______________________ 
Email __________________________ 
Special Interests _________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
Pay by Credit Card 
Card Type:   VISA  Mastercard 
Card No ________________________ 
Exp Date ____/____ 
Name on Card ___________________ 
Signature _______________________ 

Committee & Contacts 

President Steve Homewood 3824 0522 

V President Vacant   

Secretary Simon Baltais 3822 4943 

Treasurer 
Maureen  

Tottenham 
0418 197 160 

Executive Don Baxter 

Doreen Payne 

Bayside Newsletter Editor Alix Baltais/Simon Baltais 

Wildlife Diary Editor Simon Baltais 

Email:  bayside@wildlife.org.au 

Web: http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 

Keep Up to Date Online! 

 Blogs: 

Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science 
http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/ 

 

Wildlife Bayside 
https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/ 

 

Curlew Watch  
https://curlewwatch.wordpress.com/ 

  

Websites: 

Wildlife Bayside  
http://branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside/ 

 

Ornate Rainbowfish 

http://rainbowfish.azurewebsites.net/ 

Resources 
Page  3: http://www.wildlife.org.au/news/2014/wildlife_trending.html 
Page  4:   
Page  6: http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/  
 
Page 2.  Photo. Leslie Harrison Dam. Steve Homewood 
Page 3: Photo. Queenslandholidays.com.au 
Page 5:  Photo. WPSQBB KPSQ koala photograph archives 
Page 7: Photo. Mt Cotton. Simon Baltais 

Membership Application 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland 

http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/
http://www.wildlife.org.au/news/2014/wildlife_trending.html
http://www.wildlife.org.au/news/2014/wildlife_trending.html
http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/
http://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/

