
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

How to MangroveWatch  
 

MangroveWatch involves crews of four onboard a 
vessel travelling at 5 knots, ideally 25m from the 
shoreline, using video-cams, GPS and cameras to film 
and document mangroves.  The data is then shared 
with world renowned Marine Scientists and Directors 
of the Mangrove Hub at JCU Townsville, Dr Norm 
Duke and Jock Mackenzie who devised the 
methodology, provide the training and analyse the 
data collected.  
 
 

When to MangroveWatch  
 

Annual monitoring delivers important data, but six-
monthly is ideal to observe seasonal variances  such 
as at the end of winter i.e. September-October and 
the end of summer i.e. late March to early June. 
Monitoring needs to be done on the mid-tide to 
capture details of the canopy as well as the root 
systems. Most monitoring trips take two-three hours. 
 
 

Where to MangroveWatch  
 

Wildlife Queensland and MangroveWatch aim to 
monitor all types of mangrove habitat.  This includes 
inhabited, uninhabited and mid-inhabited islands; 
creeks; and, mainland foreshores.   
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mangroves = valuable resource 
 

WHY? 
\\\\ 
 
 

 early detectors of change 

 coastal kidneys 

 integral part of seafood chain 

 forests above and below the water 

 terrestrial + marine species habitat 

 visual amenity 

 recreational opportunities 

 coastal protection 

 carbon sequestration  

 

  

Areas monitored by Citizen Scientists using  
MangroveWatch method 

 

 

 

Wildlife Queensland utilising the services of the Moreton Bay 
Environmental Education Centre to conduct MangroveWatch 

Moreton Bay, 2014 

 

 

  

Learn to MangroveWatch 

 free-of-charge training sessions  

 conducted by JCU Marine Scientists  

 at Jacobs Well Enviro Ed Centre  

Read on . . . 

 

How? When?  

Where? Why? 

Who? 

 



Why MangroveWatch 

Mangroves (and seagrasses) are indicators of aquatic 
health and early indicators of change so much so 
they’ve been dubbed ‘the coastal canaries’. 
Mangroves (and seagrasses) are both essential for 
many of the fish, crab and prawns we like to eat; and 
they are coastal kidneys, trapping sediment and 
nutrients from the land which are harmful to the 
marine ecology. Mangroves reduce the erosive and 
potentially catastrophic effects of storm surges and 
tsunamis, doing so cheaper and better than man-
made structures. And, they have the ability to store 
carbon far more effectively than terrestrial forests. 
 

MangroveWatch is a ‘citizen science’ program which 
broadly means the involvement of volunteers in the 
collection of data for scientific purposes. Teaming 
volunteers with the scientific community in this way 
provides important data that would not otherwise be 
available and can then be used by natural resource 
managers and other decision-makers to guide 
investment and to undertake preventative measures 
and restorative actions.  Citizen Science is quickly 
gaining credibility and in importance.   
 

MangroveWatch – Who? It could be YOU! 

The Moreton Bay MangroveWatch crews come from 
a wide variety of backgrounds but share a common 
interest – mangroves and Moreton Bay.   
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

For more information contact:   
Debra Henry, Project Officer Moreton Bay  

Wildlife Preservation Society Qld  
Conducting Seagrass-Watch and MangroveWatch in Moreton Bay  
M: 0439 914 631   E: debrahenry@wildlife.org.au 
95 William Street, BRISBANE Q 4000   P: 07 3221 0194   Fax: 3221 0701   www.wildlife.org.au 

 

MangroveWatch crew onboard Jacobs Well Environmental 
Education Centre vessels.  Behms Creek, 2013 

Onboard with the Quandamooka Yoolooburrabee Aboriginal Corporation 
monitoring Native Title Areas,  

Moreton Bay-Quandamooka, 2013 

 Training 
Conducted by Dr Norm Duke & Jock Mackenzie 

At Jacobs Well Environmental 

Education Centre 
 

 Wednesday 6th August 5.30pm - 8.30pm 

Classroom session; dinner provided 

 Thursday 7th August 8.30am – 4.00pm 

Includes onboard session; BYO refreshments 
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MangroveWatch  crew mentoring students from Whites Hill 
State College on board Moreton Bay Environmental Education 

Centre’s  Janjari.  Tingalpa Creek, 2014  
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