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Biodiversity at the Brisbane Airport   

BAC takes its responsibilities for environment and biodiversity 

management very seriously.  In developing its largest project, the 

New Parallel Runway (NPR), BAC has engaged in a number of 

biodiversity management initiatives from relocating a White-bellied 

Sea Eagle nest to land conversion to Lewin’s Rail habitat.  Karyn 

Rains, Communications & Approval Manager, NPR Project will 

discuss BAC’s fauna management, biodiversity monitoring and 

other research projects.   

Join Brisbane Branch of Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland 

on Tuesday 24th February at the Royal Geographical Society of Qld 

(RGSQ). This free presentation starts at 7.30pm sharp and is 

followed by supper.  There’s no need to book just come along. 

The RGSQ is at 237 Milton Road, Milton.  For more information on 

WPSQ Brisbane check out www.wildife.org.au or call Mary 3379 

5191 or, email brisbane@wildlife.org.au  

 

Conference to maximise Citizen Science’s 
capacity for Science and Society 
 
A citizen science conference being coordinated through the Citizen 
Science Network Australia (CSNA) and supported by the Australian 
Academy of Science is to be held in Canberra on the 23-24 July 
2015.  
 
Entitled ‘Maximising the Capacity of Citizen Science for Science and 
Society: a Fenner Conference on the Environment’ the conference 
will include the first Annual General Meeting of the CSNA. 
 
The two main themes for the conference will be: 
 

1. The practice of citizen science in Australia 
2. Capacity building to enhance the scientific and societal 

outcomes of citizen science 
 
International speakers will be paired with Australian experts to 
deliver keynote speeches and convene the workshops, sharing 
global perspectives and good practice, designed to enhance 
capacity of Australian practitioners to deliver successful citizen 
science programs.  
  

BAC is the major 
sponsor of Wildlife 

Queensland’s 
Coastal Citizen 
Science and its 
mangrove and 

seagrass 
monitoring 
programs 

 

 

http://www.wildife.org.au/
http://www.citizenscience.org.au/
http://www.citizenscience.org.au/
http://www.sciencearchive.org.au/awards/awards/fenner.html
http://www.sciencearchive.org.au/awards/awards/fenner.html
http://picasaweb.google.com/MangroveWatch


WQ Coastal Citizen Scientists  
 
Over the past decade, in SEQ and around the world, citizen science 
has grown rapidly and is increasingly recognised as an important 
and credible tool for managing our natural capital and for 
empowering local communities.   
 
Wildlife Queensland (WQ) has been supporting seagrass and 
mangrove monitoring projects in SEQ since 1999 and 2009 
respectively.  This monitoring has been undertaken by volunteers 
trained in the scientifically robust methodologies i.e. Seagrass-
Watch and MangroveWatch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on WQ Coastal Citizen Science Blog to read the 2014 Scientific 
and Citizen Science Reports on Moreton Bay’s mangrove and 
seagrass.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Seagrass monitoring locations 

 
Mangrove monitoring locations 

 

 

Top 
Effort 

During 2014 . . . 
 

 91 WQ Citizen Scientists 
volunteered 565 hours to 
monitor seagrass and 
mangroves 

 Seagrass data was 
collected from 20 sites 
covering 50,000m2 (5 ha) 

 5,000m2 mangroves were 
monitored using transect 
lines and quadrats  

 150 kilometres of 
mangrove shoreline was 
monitored by SVAM 
crews. 
 

 

Well done and 
Thank You 

https://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/


Monitoring 2015 

Weather has played havoc with monitoring and some plans have 

had to be rescheduled.  Seagrass has been monitored at Wynnum, 

Wellington Point, and Ormiston but not possible at Coochie when 

winds exacerbated already high sediment loads.  MangroveWatch, 

as part of the Logan City Council’s EnviroGrant project, needed 

rescheduling due to heavy showers, but a break in the weather 

allowed a crew to monitor Bulimba Creek.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MangroveWatch crew monitoring Bulimba Creek, Feb 2015 

Coochiemudlo Island Coastcare Group ready but unable to monitor seagrass, Jan 2015 

 
MangroveWatch crews 
Seagrass-Watch teams 
are gearing up and if 

you’d like to be part of 
the action let us know 

by emailing WQCCS 
Project Officer 

debrahenry@wildlife.org.au 

 

 

 

mailto:debrahenry@wildlife.org.au


Advocacy and action 

Not a prehistoric aquatic serpent but a 25 metre length of plastic 

packaging pulled from the mangroves during the Bulimba Creek 

monitoring under the skilful skippering of MBEEC’s Tim Roe.  

 

 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that . . . 
 

The Australian Marine 
Debris Database was 

created to enable 
volunteers and 

organisations who were 
running beach clean-up 

events to also collect 
data on what they were 

finding with a 
consistent methodology 

so it could be collated 
into a standardised 

national database on 
marine debris? 

 

It’s an initiative of 
Tangaroa Blue – check it 

out here 

 

 

Wynnum Herald 
journalist Ellen-Maree 
Elliot is investigating 
alleged illegal 
mangrove clearing.  
Pictured at left, she’s 
speaking with 
MangroveWatch crew 
members Ian Higgins, 
Geoffrey Redman, Ian 
Mazlin and Sophie 
Delzoppo about what 
motivates them, the 
program they’re 
involved with and the 
values of mangroves. 

http://www.tangaroablue.org/database.html


Collaboration for rehabilitation 

The T.S. Onslow Mangrove Rehabilitation project is a collaborative 

community project which aims to establish a natural shoreline 

vegetation buffer to prevent erosion and promote fish habitat.  

Species planted include low-growing red mangroves, groundcovers 

and coastal shrubs. 

Organisations involved include T.S. Onslow, Bunya Bunya Country 

Aboriginal Corporation, Caloundra Power Boat Club, 

MangroveWatch, Sunshine Coast Council, Night Eyes Water and 

Landcare, Geofabrics and SEQ Catchments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If care and collaboration is a measure, this Golden Beach restoration 
trial planted out in December, is set to be a success. 

 
Another restoration site– this one is in the Brisbane River near 
Pimpama and Bulwer Island – is underway with SEQ Catchments. 
 

Photos this page supplied by Dr 
Norm Duke, MangroveWatch  

Shorelines stabilised with 
hardened structures often 
increase the rate of coastal 
erosion and remove the 
ability for the shoreline to 
carry out natural processes. 
 
NOAA has devised a more 
natural bank stabilisation 
technique called ‘living 
shorelines’. 
 
Benefits include: 
 

 Stabilisation of the 
shore 

 Protection of 
surrounding riparian 
and intertidal 
environments 

 Improved water quality 
via filtration of land 
run-off 

 Creation of habitat for 
aquatic and terrestrial 
species. 

 
Click here to learn more 
about NOAA’s living 
shorelines 

http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/restoration/techniques/lsimplementation.html


Seagrass-Watch protocols 

While most of our Moreton Bay Citizen Scientists have been taking photos at 

each quadrat and making the Survey Sheets accordingly, we occasionally 

receive some that are not.   

The data is still valuable but as explained previously, photographing each 

quadrat is more reliable.  It is also now a requirement of Seagrass-Watch HQ for 

each quadrat to be photographed so please remember to use Survey Sheets as 

a prompt for this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seagrass-Watch HQ have also compiled a list of things to do (right hand 
coloumn) and provided some images and captions (below) of what not to do, to 
ensure that the photographs you take are compliant with their protocols.  While 
it is near impossible on occasions to avoid reflection or shadows being mindful 
of the need to avoid these things can help considerably. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 Please: ensure the camera 

is set at the highest quality  

 ensure that the quadrat is 

always placed on the right 

hand side of the tape 

measure, at the correct 

distance (every 5m 

interval) and falls forward 

along the tape toward the 

sea, e.g., the 25m quadrat 

is placed from 25.0m to 

25.5m.  

 photos must be taken at 

every quadrat along every 

transect. 0m-50m 

 take the photograph from 

an angle as vertical as 

possible, filling the field of 

view to include the entire 

quadrat frame, quadrat 

label (please ensure 

labeller codes are correct) 

and tape measure. 

 photographs must be in 

focus and avoid any 

shadows, obstructions or 

patches of reflection off 

water in the field of view. 

 tick the photo taken box on 
the datasheet for that 
quadrat.  

 do not resize quadrat 
images. 

 

 



Dozens of people helped rescue a stranded 
dugong at Pialba  
9th January 2015, Fraser Coast Chronicle    Still a good news story 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A distressed dugong was on its way back out to sea last night thanks 
to some quick-thinking locals and holiday-makers in Pialba.  

Maryborough's Amanda Waterson and her family were holidaying 
at the Pialba Caravan Park when they saw a crowd gathering around 
the beached 3m sea cow about 4pm yesterday. 

Parks and Wildlife rangers were called and within minutes the 
Watersons were among the dozens of helpers who had pitched in 
to keep the female dugong watered. 

Ms Waterson said the rescuers had to dig a "big ditch" to float the 
dugong and after about 45minutes, she was swimming out to sea. 

"I was really hoping to see it end well," she said. 

"It was a great thing for us to be a part of." 

To report an injured marine animal, phone the RSPCA Qld on 1300 
264 625.  A ranger from the right area will then be contacted to 
help the distressed animal as soon as possible. 

 
 

 

http://www.frasercoastchronicle.com.au/news/dugong-saved/2505783/?ref=hs


Seagrass isn't sexy, but . . .  
06 February 2015, AL.com (USA) Extracts only 

 

Ask the average person how important submerged aquatic 
vegetation (SAV) is in their daily life, and the likely response is 
among 50 shades of "meh." The grouper that person ate for dinner, 
however, would likely have a very different response. 
 
Often out of sight and out of mind for the general public, seagrasses 
are vital to the health of the overall ecosystem and serve as a 
nursery ground for juvenile fish and invertebrates.  Those who 
study coastal ecology, or make their living pulling fish, shrimp and 
crabs from the water, know the vital role of SAVs in the complex 
Gulf ecosystem. 
 
The state of Alabama hasn't forgotten the importance of seagrass 
beds. One of five projects the state submitted for consideration to 
the federal Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council, the Alabama 
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Restoration and Monitoring Project 
seeks to use RESTORE Act funding to study, map and restore SAVs in 
Alabama's coastal waters. 

  

 

Underwater seagrass meadows are a vital habitat for juvenile fish, shrimp and crabs in 
Alabama's coastal waters. (Photo Dauphin Island Sea Lab) 

Let’s 
get 

savvy 
about 

our 
SAV 

 

submerged 
aquatic 

vegetation 

 

In Alabama’s 
Gulf Coast 
Region . . 
 
Those who study coastal 
ecology, or make their 
living pulling fish, shrimp 
and crabs from the water, 
know the vital role of 
SAVs in the complex Gulf 
ecosystem 
 
 
At an estimated cost of 
only $875,000 the project 
is one of the least 
expensive proposals, but 
proponents say it can 
have a significant impact 
for its relatively light 
investment 
 
 
The project proposal cites 
a study estimating that 
more than 70 percent of 
recreationally and 
commercially important 
species in the Gulf spend 
some portion of their 
lifecycles in seagrasses, 
usually in the early stages 
taking shelter from 
predators. 

 

. . .and around 
the world . . . 
 

http://www.al.com/news/beaches/index.ssf/2014/12/gulf_coast_ecosystem_restorati.html
https://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/AlabamaSubmergedAquaticVegetationRestorationMonitoringProject.pdf
https://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/AlabamaSubmergedAquaticVegetationRestorationMonitoringProject.pdf


Seagrass helps protect natural 'carbon sinks' 
Thursday 12

th
 February 2015, 8:18am  

 

The disappearance of seagrass meadows could be contributing to 
greenhouse gas emissions, an international study has found. 
Research conducted at Oyster Harbour in Albany found centuries-
old carbon dioxide deposits have been created by seagrass 
meadows. 
 
Scientists at the University of Western Australia's Oceans Institute, 
in conjunction with overseas researchers, discovered the meadows 
act as carbon "sinks", preventing the erosion of carbon deposits and 
the subsequent release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 

To find out what happens when the seagrass is removed click here 

 
Seagrass rehabilitation can mitigate impact 
of climate change”  
Monday 9 February 2015, The Hindu (India) 

Seagrass, which acts as nursery for many marine organisms and is 
feed for endangered dugongs, has been successfully rehabilitated 
along Tuticorin coast. 

Seagrass was rehabilitated on the seabed within six months and its 
survival rate was between 85 and 90 per cent, J.K. Patterson 
Edward, Director, Suganthi Devadason Marine Research Institute 
(SDMRI), Tuticorin, told The Hindu here on Sunday. 

With funding support from Mangroves for the Future Programme of 
International Union of Conservation of Natural Resources (IUCN) 
India, researchers took up conservation of seagrass from threats 
caused by bottom trawling. It would enhance fisheries productivity. 

Traditional fishermen from over 50 coastal villages from Pamban to 
Athiramapattinam had been depending on seagrass-associated 
fishery for their livelihood. Seagrass was responsible for about 15 
per cent of total carbon storage in oceans across the world, he said, 
adding its rehabilitation would create a viable adaptive mechanism 
to mitigate climate change impacts.  Read more here 

  

 
Seagrass meadows act as carbon ‘sinks’, 
Noah Photo Library, Map: Albany 6330 

 
 

 
A view of rehabilitated seagrass site on sea 
bed off Tuticorin coast. (Photo Special 
Arrangement ) 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-12/greenhouse-gases-linked-to-seagrass-reduction/6086896
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/seagrass-rehabilitation-can-mitigate-impact-of-climate-change/article6872858.ece
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-11/seagrassjpg/6086916


Great Barrier Reef faces prospect of 
UNESCO ‘in danger’ listing unless 
Government delivers improvements  
29 January 2015, Courier Mail  

A CRITICAL part of the plan to prevent UNESCO listing the Great 
Barrier Reef as “in danger” is in a shambles, with scientists saying 
Government efforts to stop agricultural run-off have failed. 

The assessment comes as Federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt 
is expected to release a crucial State Party Report on the Great 
Barrier Reef early next week. 

It is expected to show UNESCO that Australia’s efforts to stop Reef 
damage are sufficient that the World Heritage Area should not be 
listed in danger alongside sites in Iran, Yemen and Afghanistan. 

Mr Hunt will return from Europe on Saturday after his second tour 
of lobbying UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee. It will decide in 
June if the Reef is to be listed. 

A senior State Government scientist said Queensland efforts to cut 
coral-killing agricultural run-off were ineffective and showed no 
meaningful cut to pollution. 

He said a major problem was that in removing red and green tape, 
the Government had replaced legal requirements with a voluntary 
scheme.  Read more here 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Palaszczuk new Queensland 
leader 

 
Labor will seek legal advice to 
overturn approval for dredge 
spoil dumping in Great Barrier 

Reef Marine Park 

 

 

 
. . .  scientists have 

discovered farm 
chemicals in 

Queensland’s two most 
high profile table fish 
species – barramundi 

and coral trout. 
 
 
 
 
It marks the first time in 

Australia that the 
feminisation of male 

fish through endocrine-
disrupting farm 

chemicals has been 
identified. 

 
Read more here 

   

 

 

 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/great-barrier-reef-faces-prospect-of-unesco-in-danger-listing-unless-government-delivers-improvements/story-fnn8dlfs-1227199990424
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/great-barrier-reef-faces-prospect-of-unesco-in-danger-listing-unless-government-delivers-improvements/story-fnn8dlfs-1227199990424
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/state-politics/queensland-election-2015-palaszczuk-new-queensland-leader/story-fnr8rfrw-1227218605840
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/state-politics/queensland-election-2015-palaszczuk-new-queensland-leader/story-fnr8rfrw-1227218605840
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/state-politics/queensland-election-2015-palaszczuk-new-queensland-leader/story-fnr8rfrw-1227218605840
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/state-politics/queensland-election-2015-palaszczuk-new-queensland-leader/story-fnr8rfrw-1227218605840
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland-state-election-2015/queensland-election-2015-labor-will-seek-legal-advice-to-overturn-approval-for-dredge-spoil-dumping-in-great-barrier-reef-marine-park/story-fnr8vuu5-1227191903381?nk=72191a2ab58d434b12b84cbc1efecc96
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland-state-election-2015/queensland-election-2015-labor-will-seek-legal-advice-to-overturn-approval-for-dredge-spoil-dumping-in-great-barrier-reef-marine-park/story-fnr8vuu5-1227191903381?nk=72191a2ab58d434b12b84cbc1efecc96
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland-state-election-2015/queensland-election-2015-labor-will-seek-legal-advice-to-overturn-approval-for-dredge-spoil-dumping-in-great-barrier-reef-marine-park/story-fnr8vuu5-1227191903381?nk=72191a2ab58d434b12b84cbc1efecc96
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland-state-election-2015/queensland-election-2015-labor-will-seek-legal-advice-to-overturn-approval-for-dredge-spoil-dumping-in-great-barrier-reef-marine-park/story-fnr8vuu5-1227191903381?nk=72191a2ab58d434b12b84cbc1efecc96
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/great-barrier-reef-faces-prospect-of-unesco-in-danger-listing-unless-government-delivers-improvements/story-fnn8dlfs-1227199990424


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is designed to provide information on 
seagrass and mangrove-related matters.  It is intended to 

complement, supplement and direct the reader to, other sources of 
information.  Every effort has been made to make this newsletter as 
relevant and accurate as possible, however there may be mistakes, 

both typographical and in content. 

 


