
Scientists,            
citizen scientists, 

council officers and 
locals unite for 

 
Narelle Renn’s  

Vision Through 
Mangroves 

 
 

PROGRAM & SPEAKER PROFILES 

Supported by 



Friday 10th July 
 Games, mangrove walk and sausage sizzle for students 
 at ‘Mudlo’ and Morwong Beach 
 
Saturday 11

th
 July @ 11.30 

 Opening of Narelle Renn’s exhibition Vision Through Mangroves 
 Special Guest Speaker Dr Norm Duke 
 
Sunday 12

th
 July @ 12.30 

 Toni Cannard, CSIRO: Capturing carbon and other ecosystem services from mangroves  
 
Monday 13

th
 July @ 12.30 

  Geoffrey Redman, HW Volunteer of the Year: Citizen Science in action 
 
Tuesday 14

th
 July @ 12.30 

 Dr Natalie Toon, Cast Consulting: The meaning of monitoring and off-sets 
 
Wednesday 15

th
 July @12.30 

 Coochie’s Coastcare: Focus on foreshores: exploring the interface 
 
Thursday 16

th
 July @ 12.30 

 Coochie’s BushCare: Flora and forests of the Emerald Fringe 
 
Friday 17

th
 July @ 12.30 

 Jock Mackenzie, MangroveWatch Scientist  
 Monitoring mangroves for better management:  
 Habitat condition & threats on southern Moreton Bay Islands 
 
Saturday 18

th
 July @ 2.00 

 Coochiemudlo Coastcare AGM Guest Speaker  
 Dr Ronda Green, Chair of Wildlife Tourism Australia 
 The value of biodiversity to Tourism 
 
Sunday 19

th
 July @ 12.30 

 Simon Baltais, Wildlife Queensland CCS  
 Monitoring on-ground and in the air: citizen scientists to satellites   



 

 

 

Buy the app 

for Android   

or Apple   

Dr Norm Duke  

Opening Address  

 

At Vision Through Mangroves, Saturday 11th July at 11.30 
 

Dr Norm Duke is a mangrove ecologist with 40 years international experience 

manifest in his current affiliations with JCU’s TropWater and before that, with 

UQ, AIMS and the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama. His 

involvement includes exciting projects, such as: 

 

• Mangrove Ecosystems for Climate Change and Livelihoods (MESCAL) 

with   IUCN Oceania in which he works with government teams and 

volunteers throughout the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga and 

Samoa.  

• Daintree’s Hidden Coast with Earthwatch Australia, a program with 

regular ecological surveys of Daintree Wet Tropic mangroves.  

• Mangrove and tidal wetland surveys of Torres Strait with NERP and 

the Torres Strait Regional Authority which involved helicopter 

circumnavigation of each major island group.    

• Advising locals on the rehabilitation of degraded mangrove sites; and  

• Surveys and Biodiesel remediation trials of oiled damaged mangroves.  

 

Norm is prolifically published with around 200 research articles, and authorship 

of two books including the definitive “Australia’s Mangroves”. He also dabbles 

as an illustrator-artist. For our current/future education technologies, he has 

also published an app, ‘World Mangrove iD’. 

 

With all this, Norm relies on his passion for mangroves and shares this to 

espouse the considerable win-win benefits of community involvement in 

science.  He spends much of his time encouraging, supporting and engaging 

local community volunteers in environmental science, particularly with the 

community partnership program called MangroveWatch run together with 

colleague and co-Director, Jock Mackenzie.  

 
Dr Norm Duke Professorial Research Fellow 
Mangrove Hub, TropWATER  
Centre for Tropical Water and Aquatic 
Ecosystem Research 
James Cook University 
E: norman.duke@jcu.edu.au 
P: +617 5534 7082 ; 
M: +614 1967 3366  

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=MangroveWatch+Ltd
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/mangrove-id/id761487621?mt=8
https://research.jcu.edu.au/tropwater/resources/norm-duke
http://www.jcu.edu.au/TropWATER http:/www.jcu.edu.au/TropWATER
file:///C:/Users/Frank &amp; Deb/Documents/AAA WPSQ Project Officer/2015 PROJECT SGW MW/EVENTS/2015 Events/150709-19 Vision through mangroves/norman.duke@jcu.edu.au


Ms Toni Cannard, Coastal Ecologist 

 

Capturing carbon and other ecosystem services 
from mangroves  
 

At Vision Through Mangroves, Sunday 12th July @ 12.30 

 
 

CSIRO and many universities around Australia are conducting 
research into what is known internationally as coastal carbon. 
Beyond an ability to capture carbon more efficiently than forests, 
mangroves are also key to avoiding coastal erosion especially 
during storms and cyclones. Mangroves provide habitat, shelter 
and nursery grounds for very young fish and mudcrabs, and plenty 
more coastal species.  

 

Key risks to mangroves will be explored with a focus on how our 
community can strengthen the resilience of mangrove forests to 
ensure that mangroves provide these ecosystem services.  

 

Ms Toni Cannard is an Coastal Ecologist with CSIRO Oceans & 
Atmosphere Research. Toni holds a Bachelor of Science with 
major in Tropical Marine Science, has completed postgrad studies 
in Economics and is currently a Coastal Management PhD 
candidate with University of Wollongong.  

 

Toni is a long-time resident of Coochiemudlo Island.  And despite 
her work, study and family commitments, Toni volunteers as part of 
Wildlife Queensland’s Coastal Citizen Science Moreton Bay 
MangroveWatch project. 

 

 
 

http://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Oceans-and-coasts


 

 

Geoffrey Redman, Citizen Scientist 

Citizen Science in action 
 

At Vision Through Mangroves, Monday 13th July at 12.30 
 

Geoffrey has been striving to improve mangrove conditions for the past 
decade and this started in his own back yard - Cabbage Tree Creek - 
when he noted the absence of mud crabs.  He now monitors 
mangroves all over Moreton Bay, Brisbane River and various creeks as 
a volunteer in Wildlife Queensland's Moreton Bay MangroveWatch 
project.   

 

Geoffrey is a valued part of the MangroveWatch crew which film, 
photograph, GPS mark and note mangrove conditions using the 
Shoreline Video Assessment Methodology  (SVAM) devised by 
MangroveWatch scientists.  In addition to his MangroveWatch 
activities, Geoffrey is the immediate past President of the Northern 
Catchments Network. His extensive research and liaisons with 
government departments, natural resource managers and consultants, 
NGOs and community have borne fruit.  Environmental off-sets were 
secured to restore the ecological values of the Cabbage Tree Creek.  

 

Geoffrey lives and breathes marine conservation and draws on his past 
career as a surveyor to assist in his environmental stewardship.  He 
raises the issues about the health of our waterways and various 
projects he works on with friends and colleagues.  He spends time 
monitoring, lobbying and networking so as we can better manage by 
identifying existing values, those which have been lost, and how these 
can be reinstated.   

 

As a ‘hands-on’ person Geoffrey demonstrates through his activities 
that learning is a life-long project, and that it can be fun. Geoffrey 
recognises he has the potential to impact on the waterways of SEQ 
and chooses to do so in a positive way, epitomizing the importance of 
local custodianship. 

 
 

 
Geoffrey Redman 

 
Recipient Healthy Waterways      

“Volunteer of the Year Award 2014” 
WQ Coastal Citizen Scientist 
MangroveWatch SVAM Crew 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Dr Natalie Toon, Ecologist 
Cast Consulting Pty Ltd 

0400 066 026 

natalietoon@castconsulting.com.au 
www.castconsulting.com.au 

  

Dr Natalie Toon, Ecologist Cast Consulting 

The meaning of monitoring and off-sets  
 

At Vision Through Mangroves, Tuesday 14th July @ 12.30 

Natalie has a BSc (Hons) in Marine Science from the University of 

Queensland and a PhD from Murdoch University in Western 

Australia.  She is an aquatic specialist with experience managing and 

working on marine and freshwater projects at a government, 

academic and industry level.   

 

Natalie has a strong understanding of the ecology and system 

processes of aquatic ecosystems from freshwater streams and 

wetlands through to estuarine and marine environments.  She has 

been involved in biological surveys, environmental monitoring 

programs and research projects on aquatic ecosystems in both 

Queensland and Western Australia.   

 

Natalie’s experience incorporates project development, and 

implementation, along with skills in data management and statistical 

analysis, through to project completion and report production.  

 

Natalie has experience working with a variety of stakeholders across 

government, industry and academia.  She has authored a number of 

publications, presented at national and international conferences and 

is a member of ecological and environmental groups in Australia.  

 

Despite a hectic lifestyle, Natalie has participated in the Moreton Bay 

MangroveWatch project on several occasions and is a valuable 

member of the MangroveWatch crew. 

mailto:natalietoon@castconsulting.com.au
http://www.castconsulting.com.au/


 

 

 

 
 

 

Jock Mackenzie 

Monitoring mangroves for better management:  
Habitat condition & threats on southern Moreton Bay Islands 
 

At Vision Through Mangroves, Friday 17thJuly @ 12.30 
 

80% of Moreton Bay's shoreline is lined with mangroves, providing seafood 
production, shoreline protection, water quality improvement, carbon storage 
and amenity value. Although mangroves are protected by law, they are 
increasingly threatened. Declining water quality, increased pollution, 
increased urban development and climate change are impacting Moreton 
Bay and fisheries production is declining. So we must ask; are Moreton 
Bay's mangroves healthy? The answer has always been; we just don't 
know? Until now! MangroveWatch was formed to specifically address this 
question and to raise the awareness of the importance of mangroves to 
improve their management in Moreton Bay.  
 

Assisted by armies of keen local mangrove citizen scientists - the 
Mangroovers - MangroveWatch has collected baseline imagery data on 
shoreline mangrove condition from over 300km of Moreton Bay's shoreline 
and is now undertaking assessments of change. This data allows 
identification of high value mangrove areas under threat, and key 
management issues to be addressed, including potential restoration sites. 
The results from the Southern Moreton Bay Islands are surprising. Are 
mangroves in Southern Moreton Bay healthy? Come along to find out! 

  

Jock has been getting muddy in the mangroves of Moreton Bay for over 10 
years. Ever since discovering the wonders of Myora Springs on Stradbroke 
Island as an undergrad uni student  he has been inspired by the amazing 
physiology and ecology of these trees of the sea, thriving in an otherwise 
hostile environment to plants and punching well above their weight in terms 
of value. Experiences in India, Thailand, Vietnam and the Solomon Islands 
have further fuelled this inspiration, where mangroves are demonstrably 
vital to the livelihoods of coastal people, but where these important coastal 
ecological powerhouses are hugely threatened by human activities. Jock, 
together with Dr Norm Duke, formed MangroveWatch to highlight the 
importance and threatened status of mangroves to improve mangrove 
management across the globe. Jock is the Director-Coordinator of 
MangroveWatch at TropWATER, James Cook University 

 

Jock Mackenzie, Research Scientist  
Coastal and Estuarine Ecology Group  
TropWATER 
Director - MangroveWatch 
PhD Candidate, TropWATER 
James Cook University  
Email: Jock.Mackenzie@jcu.edu.au 
Phone: +61 7 4781 6708 
 
 
 

http://www.mangrovewatch.org.au/


Simon Baltais, Project Manager WQCCS 

Monitoring on-ground and in the air: citizen scientists 
to satellites 
 

At Vision Through Mangroves, Sunday 19thJuly @ 12.30 
 

Simon Baltais was recognised as Redland City’s Citizen of the Year in 
2011 after two decades of commitment to conservation.  He’s held many 
high-ranking positions including State President of the Wildlife 
Preservation Society of Queensland, Chair of Queensland Conservation 
Council and President for Sustainable Population Australia SEQ Branch.  

 

He’s participated on many panels including the Port of Brisbane 
Community Consultative Committee, the Coastal Protection Advisory 
Committee, SEQ Ecosystem Services Framework and was a member of 
the Stakeholder Reference Group for the Moreton Bay Marine Park 
Zoning Plan review.   

 

Simon was one of the authors for the State Government’s ‘State of the 
Region Report’, is a strong advocate for developing ecologically 
sustainable communities, and was instrumental in the success of the 
campaign against sea cage fish farming in Moreton Bay.   

 

His knowledge and community spirit has seen Simon acquire over 15 
years experience in planning laws, the courts and environmental 
science. He’s delivered several conference papers including “Citizen 
Science: the benefits and the challenges” at the 4th Qld Coastal 
Conference in 2013.   

 

Simon is a Masers Student of Conservation Biology at UQ with 
Research Interests of remote sensing, seagrass, mangrove and 
landscape ecologies.  He is the Manager of Wildlife Queensland’s 
Coastal Citizen Science Project which connects the scientific community 
with the volunteer community.  The program increases community 
awareness of the values of mangroves and seagrass by training, 
equipping and supporting volunteers to undertake seagrass and 
mangrove monitoring, providing scientific analysis of the data and 
lobbying for the implementation of report recommendations.   

 

 
 
Simon Baltais 
Project Manager 
Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science 
wpsqccs@gmail.com       wpsqccs.wordpress.com  

 
WPSQ - Keeping the Wild Alive 

P: 07 3221 0194   F: 3221 0701  
 www.wildlife.org.au 

mailto:wpsqccs@gmail.com
www.wildlife.org.au


WQ Coastal Citizen Scientists 

As part of Vision Through Mangroves, Sunday 19thJuly 



The Moreton Bay Community Seagrass & Mangrove Monitoring Project is conducted 
by Wildlife Preservation Society Qld (WQ) Coastal Citizen Science (CCS).  It is made 
possible by a dedicated network of individuals, organisations, academics and 
corporations. 
 
We thank the Brisbane Airport Corporation for their sponsorship; SEQ Catchments, 
Healthy Waterways, Port of Brisbane Pty for their funding; and James Cook University 
TropWATER MangroveWatch and Seagrass-Watch Scientists for their in-kind support. 
 
We especially acknowledge the generosity of the ‘citizen scientists’ as well as the interest 
and support of the Moreton Bay and Jacobs Well Environmental Education Centres who 
have supported the project and  enabled a better understanding and management of 
these valuable ecosystems. 
  
Thank you for helping us to ‘keep the wild alive’.  
 

Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science Team  

 

 


