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MEDIA STATEMENT 14th April 2016 

Citizen scientists celebrate with survey:  
Taking to the water on Earth Day 
 
Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science, MangroveWatch and members of the community are joining forces to monitor 
mangroves on the Brisbane River to celebrate Earth Day 2016 the theme of which is “Trees for the Earth”. 
 
Mangroves grow in intertidal areas and are one of the most productive ecosystems on the planet.  They mitigate against 

climate change by sequestering carbon while protecting shorelines from erosion and land from tidal surges.  They also provide 

habitat for up to 80% of the fish, crabs and prawns we consume.  Monitoring to assess changes to the extent and condition of 

mangroves is vital for managing these valuable resources according to Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science’s Project 

Officer Debra Henry.  

“MangroveWatch is an ideal monitoring program as it draws on local knowledge and empowers the community.  We provide 

training and equipment, link the volunteer community with the scientific community, and commission data analysis” said 

Debra.  

The MangroveWatch Shoreline Video Assessment Methodology (SVAM) was devised by Dr Norm Duke and Jock Mackenzie 

from James Cook University’s TropWater Division.    

“Data collected by crews on Earth Day will be used to assess mangrove recovery following the 2011 Brisbane floods” said Jock 

Mackenzie who is pleased with the partnerships developed through the program which has been coordinated by Wildlife 

Queensland in Moreton Bay, creeks and rivers for the past three years.  In the 2011 Brisbane River floods 40% of mangroves in 

the lower Brisbane River estuary downstream from Indooroopilly were damaged by flooding. “These mangroves are slowly 

recovering, but human impacts and poor water quality can hamper natural recovery. Ongoing monitoring is needed to ensure 

issues are identified quickly and managed so that we can all enjoy a healthy, vibrant, productive Brisbane River into the 

future”.  

“The Brisbane River data analysis will be presented at the international conference Mangrove & Macrobethos Meeting 4, in 

Florida USA later this year” said Jock. 

Citizen Scientist Geoffrey Redman who has been hailed as a Waterways Champion for his advocacy and action is motivated by 

what he describes as the ‘immense importance of mangroves’.   

“Mangroves are essential to healthy waterways and therefore contribute greatly to our health and well-being.  I love 

MangroveWatch’ing and could do it every day.  It’s especially good to be involved on Earth Day” Geoffrey said.  

Wildlife Queensland and MangroveWatch encourage and facilitate participation by individuals and corporations alike.  The 

Earth Day crews are scheduled to monitor mangroves between Cultural Centre and Jinadalee on vessels provided by Moreton 

Bay Environmental Education Centre and University of Queensland. The day will also provide an opportunity to consider the 

use of drones, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), for monitoring those hard-to-get-to places. (End) 

Photos, page 2. High Resolution images, video imagery and interviews available on request 
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