
Upcoming Events
Next Meeting
7.30pm Friday 27th May
Redlands Indigiscapes Centre
Moreton Bay and World Heritage listing - Michael Lusis

Moreton Bay Marine Park’s cultural heritage, historic settlements, 
biodiversity conservation and geographical landscape values are unique 
in comparison to other places in Australia. The majority of the highly 
valued natural areas of Moreton Bay Marine Park are managed 
consistent with international standards. Would the collective values of 
the key Indigenous, Historic and Natural places qualify Moreton Bay 
Marine Park to be nominated as a World Heritage Area? Imagine 
Moreton Bay as a place worthy of World Heritage listing. 

Indigi Day Out 
Saturday June 4th 10am to 4pm. 
Environmental displays, live animals, plant sales, market stalls
Bayside Branch will have a display stall at Indigi Day Out, this is a 
great event come and see us. Volunteers needed, contact Steve 
mb: 0423036676

Peaks to Point festival
When July 16th 9.15 am to 15.00 pm
Redlands Indigiscapes Centre 
Event presented by Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science 
and Bayside Branch
• Three presentations
• Afternoon activities to be at Wellington point reserve with 

guided walk out to King Island
http://peakstopoints.com.au/index.php/event/spend-a-day-with-
marine-environment-experts/
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GOING DIGIT@L
Have you considered receiving your newsletter by email?

If you would like to see the full colour version of the newsletter each 
month,  please let us know by emailing wildlifebb@bigpond.com

It will save paper, envelopes and postage. 
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Presidents AGM  2016 Report
Out and About

Steve Homewood
It is probably my 14th year of delivering this report.
Highlight of the year was hosting the WPSQAGM on Coochiemudlo Island where over 50 delegates from various branches 
enjoyed a great day of networking amongst the island scenery, the day cumulated in the Annual Award Dinner, we were 
recipients of a WPSQ award in respect of our Cicada event
I would like to thank the retiring committee for all their hard work over the past 12 months which has continued to give the 

Branch high profile and respect within the community. We are always in urgent need of other members to join the 
committee it is just a couple of hours each month.

Our membership remains stable which continues to give us an active voice within the community, with letters to media, 
help with displays, submissions on the various threats to the environment and attendance at meetings. We continue our 
monthly publications of the newsletter and wildlife diary, update our website and thanks to Simon and Alix, we also have a 
blog. In this fast moving world our publicity is increasingly becoming paperless, but we will always print paper copies of 
newsletter and our leaflets and make them available to members and other outlets.
Our financial situation is still strong, helped along by the recycling project run by our treasurer and aided by an army of 
volunteers.  Our Clean up Australia day event was once again on the foreshore at Redland Bay was a great success with over 
50 volunteers, although it still astounds the group that so much rubbish is left to defile such a beautiful area: we managed 
to fill 4 wheelie bins and a 4.5 Cubic metre bin with all manner of rubbish and recyclables
Maureen our treasurer with all her helpers continues to be the “Queen of Recycling” Proceeds from recycling have enabled 
us to make individual donations totalling $850.00 to the following WPSQ projects:-
Adopt a Quoll $150.00, Adopt a Glider $150.00, Wildlife Land Fund $300.00, Dolphin Research $250.00
The Cicada Awards, “a celebration little films or animation with a big heart, that help educate people about our wildlife and
flora” continued this year thanks to the enthusiasm of individual members.  Once again an audience of nearly 100 crammed 
into the theatre at Cleveland District state high school and were wowed by 9 original, quality short films on environmental 
issues.  Sponsorship from David Hannan founder of Ocean Ark Alliance enabled a new junior category to be created in total 
$2700.00 in prize money was offered. It was great night and good publicity for the branch, thanks to everyone who 
contributed in some way.

In early March, a presentation about the Cicada awards was made in front of nearly 400 students at Redland College, also 
congratulated were winners from the college and a perpetual trophy was presented to mark their participation. With 
speeches from David Hannan, Ocean Ark Alliance, Ray Gannon Dugong Collective and a trailer from “Shark Girl” Madi
Stewart, it was opportunity to put the fragility of our environment in front of a young audience and foster interest from 
Redlands College.

Various speakers have talked on waste, Antechinus, Dolphins, Macadamia trees and Dinosaur and the plastic bag and 
container recycling project. Unfortunately these meetings continue to be poorly attended this may lead to a reduction in 
frequency next year.  We have attended various displays which has enabled us to disseminate plenty of information to the 
community, educating the public on wildlife is one of the key aims of the society.
Locally there are still many environmental issues, e.g. Toondah Harbour, Stradbroke Island, Southern Redland Bay, Super 
Quarry and the Biomass plant which just may now be defunct. They have become political footballs and continue to heavily 
impact on the resources of community groups. Our local wildlife and vegetation is under threat from speculative 
development with protection laws continually being ignored or changed to achieve the required outcome. 

Community groups are now more organised, joining forces to lobby for best practice or cessation of projects that last year 
saw the suspension of plans to cede of many of our local parks to developers and we now have a new council. This year 
there will be a need to continue to use science gathered to change projects to more reflect community expectations.

I note that QLD April temperatures appear to be heading for more records including the highest minimum temperatures, the 
relatively unstudied effect on our flora and fauna is unknown, there are many challenges ahead, local laws, community plan, 
vegetation clearing, protection of mangroves and seagrass; another interesting year.
Thank you all for your participation or involvement with the Branch.

"I used to think that top environmental problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and climate change. I thought 
that thirty years of good science could address these problems. I was wrong. The top environmental problems are 
selfishness, greed and apathy, and to deal with these we need a cultural and spiritual transformation. And we scientists 
don't know how to do that." Gus Speth, a US Advisor on climate change.



King Island coastal values – Michael Lusis



Saturday 4 June 2016, 10am to 4pm

Lots to see and do!

Market stalls by local companies and suppliers

Native plant sales

Loads of kids activities including craft

Environmental displays

Trackless train rides

Live animals

Music and food

Redlands IndigiScapes Centre

17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba

Cicada Awards continue the call

Indigi Day Out

Debra Henry

The Cicada Awards is giving youth a voice to be heard.  
It’s a  project of the Wildlife Preservation Society Qld 
Bayside Branch and is a short film and animation 
awards for students.  Entrants are encouraged to offer 
solutions to issues of environmental significance in 
South-East Queensland.  Many have chosen subjects 
about marine assets – mangroves, seagrasss and 
saltmarsh have been topics tackled by the students.

To view the films from previous years click here.
https://www.youtube.com/user/wildlifebayside

For more information please visit the Bayside Branch 
Blog https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/cicada-
award/

https://www.youtube.com/user/wildlifebayside
https://www.youtube.com/user/wildlifebayside
https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/cicada-award/
https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/cicada-award/


Weinam Creek Request for Proposal phase extended

Teak Lane

April 27, 2016

Council today voted to extend the Weinam Creek 
Priority Development Area (PDA) Request for Proposal 
to provide Walker Group with three more months 
01.08.2016 to complete their proposal.

Redland City Mayor Karen Williams said the extension 
would enable Walker’s proposal to accommodate 
feedback provided by the new Council.

REDLAND City Council has backflipped on a decision to turn management of a Victoria Point conservation reserve over to 
the state government.
The government-owned Teak Lane Reserve had been vested to the public as a park in 2002 but trusteeship had remained 
with the council.

However, the council’s proposal to hand over the trusteeship in 2014 led to the Newman government proposing to sell the 
land to Victoria Point Shopping Centre owner and developer, Ian Lancini of Lanrex.
At the new council’s first general meeting this week, Cr Lance Hewlett proposed that the council write to the state 
government, saying it had changed its view.

This followed a campaign by residents.

Resident Maria Sealy told the council meeting that no householders had been consulted about changes to the status of the 
reserve which acted as a buffer between their homes and the shopping centre.
Under the state proposal, it was to become a car park and retail area and this would impact severely on the value of 
adjacent homes, not to mention the loss of almost 5000 sq m of bushland.
“If we had known (what was coming) we would have done everything to stop it,’’ Ms Sealy told the council.
Cr Murray Elliott warned councillors that the local authority would look foolish if it changed its mind on such issues.
Mr Lancini was overseas and unable to comment on the decision.

In 2002 the council had directed the shopping centre owner to give the land to the government as a condition of a 
development application for the Town Centre shopping complex.

The land was gazetted as public open space in 2006.

In 2014 when the council resolved to surrender its trusteeship a report to council said the land was obtained through the 
development process that approved construction of the shopping centre.
The reserve was created for environmental and community recreation purposes and to provide a buffer zone to the 
shopping centre’s activities.

But public safety and anti-social issues in the nature belt have been of concern, with the reserve no longer effective from a 
community or environmental perspective.

“It is proving difficult to manage and maintain in its current layout. A long-term solution
needs to be found so that nearby residents can have peace of mind again. Handing
the area back to the State will enable other solutions to be explored,’’ the report said.

Mrs Sealy said the community had asked for security cameras to be set up in the reserve to tackle unsocial behaviour.
She and her husband were prepared to foot the bill given no support had been forthcoming from the council or 
government.

The branch provided advice on this matter and ran a number of online articles to raise public awareness.
https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/2015/03/21/are-our-local-parks-up-for-sale-again/

https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/2015/03/21/are-our-local-parks-up-for-sale-again/


Moreton Bay from 705 kilometers



SPEECH TO THE REDLAND CITY COUNCIL 
GENERAL MEETING

‘Withdraw the Draft Redland City Plan 2015 & begin again’

Lavinia Wood - Spokesperson for CARP-Redlands Inc

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the meeting.  My name is Lavinia Wood.  I am a resident of 

Thornlands and I address you today as the spokesperson for CARP – the Community Alliance for Responsible 

Planning Redlands Inc.

Firstly, congratulations to you all on your election to Council. It is indeed an honour to represent your

community. Congratulations in particular to you Madame Mayor, for the new spirit of cooperation and

inclusivity we have read about in recent times. It bodes well for the community and we look forward to your

ending the rift that saw the last Council divided along pro-development and pro-community lines.

And in exactly that context, I am here today to ask this new Council to respond with integrity to the calls from

the community to withdraw the current Draft Planning Scheme (the Draft Redland City Plan 2015) and begin

again.

 We ask you to do this with the weight of the 6400 community submissions that were made to the Draft

City Plan consultation phase.

 We ask you to do this with the clear understanding that the Draft City Plan 2015 is the product of the

extraordinary access and apparent influence the development industry was given to the planning process

by the former Council.

 We ask you to do this because the Draft City Plan 2015 does not reflect the vision, values, hopes and

aspirations of the Redland 2030 Community Plan - the people’s plan.

Indeed, the Redlands that the Draft City Plan – if left unchanged – will deliver will be unrecognisable.

There will be such intensive development and environmental damage that we will be well on our way to

becoming just another section of ‘Noosangatta’ (the 200 kilometre city predicted to sprawl the length of the

coast from Noosa in the north, to Coolangatta in the south) if we do not break the grip of the development

industry on land use planning in Queensland.

And here are the three things to remember Councillors, on the path to returning land use planning to the

community:

1. Yes, you can stop population growth

Like the Emperor with new clothes, don’t fall for the self-serving development industry propaganda. All around

us in the real world, thinkers and scientists are shouting to the rooftops the need to stabilise our population, and

why:

• Dr Paul Williams, Senior Lecturer at Griffith University wrote an article for the Courier Mail last week

entitled ‘Population is the Problem’ telling us a growing, unsustainable population is the elephant in

Queensland’s room and that Queensland desperately needs a population plan because “no one wants to

see their children living cheek-by-jowl in a state where native animals are extinct… no one wants to see

their grandchildren cough their way through a congested Brisbane of eight million people.”



• Emeritus Professor Ian Lowe points out that population growth is simply a consequence of a federal

government policy setting, saying: “We could easily stabilise our future population if we chose to do so, yet the

recent approach of allowing approximately 250,000 migrants a year assumes we are happy to have the

population expand until it causes critical shortages or social unrest. This is not a clever approach.”

• Research by Dr Jane O’Sullivan at the University of Queensland found each additional person moving into

Queensland cost the community $250,000 in provision of services and that continuing unrestrained population

growth will leave us always playing catch up and condemned forever to providing more, rather than better,

services and infrastructure

O This is why Madame Mayor you will have no chance of delivering on your election promise to “tackle

traffic” if population growth continues to swell the numbers and overwhelm our roads

O And why, just as surely, Madame Mayor, the goal of providing local jobs is an impossible task as

thousands more people arrive and temporary construction jobs come to an end.

The second thing to remember Councillors is:

2. Redlands 2030 Community Plan provides Council a powerful and detailed guide to building the future we all want

If you take the influence of the development industry out of the equation, what kind of a future would the community

describe? The answer is found in the Redlands2030 Community Plan.

The community has known for a long time that population growth cannot continue forever.

We see clearly that the Emperor is indeed naked, and that the master weavers serve only themselves. This is why the

Community Plan vision statement says “We will lead Australia by acknowledging there are limits to population growth

and having our planning documents reflect this…”

Your task as Councillors is to ensure that every decision you make adds incrementally to delivering the Redlands we all

want to see in fifteen years’ time.

As a new Council, your first big step is to re-craft our biggest planning document, the City Plan 2015, in close consultation

with your community.

And the third thing to remember Councillors is:

3. Don’t take no for an answer

This will be very important when you have to take on the current State Government with respect to the City Plan and all

other land use planning matters. And we expect that you will take them on, and push back, as need be.

We expect you to hold fast to the vision and values of our community and to do all you can to protect and preserve them.

We expect you to fight ferociously and tenaciously.

And in turn we, your community, will do our part. We will stand shoulder to shoulder with you, a community united.

No State Government could withstand such pressure. Together, we will surely succeed.

Together, we will provide leadership and thinking for the 21st century. Together we will protect and preserve the

Redlands, not only for ourselves, but for generations to come.

Thank you.



PlatyCount 2016

Our speaker in April was Tamielle Brunt an honours
student from U.Q. who talked about her Platypus
research. She also talked about PlatyCount 2016.

As one of our most unique native animals, the
platypus is an Australian icon. Its distinctive duck-bill
and beaver-tail are so very familiar. Despite its
secrecy, we know the species lives in burrows in our
creeks and streams. And some of us are even aware
that, as a monotreme, the platypus is a mammal that
lays eggs.

BUT, astonishingly, what we do not know about the 
platypus in Queensland is its distribution. And we 
haven’t for 15 years..

Data from the most up-to-date comprehensive
distribution survey of platypus in Queensland were
collected back in 2001 by NatureSearch’s Platysearch.
Over 600 volunteers surveyed 102 waterways across
the state, recording 406 platypus observations and
raising the profile of this iconic species and the
impacts of waterway health on platypus populations.
But unfortunately, this was a one-off snapshot:

An exciting key element of Platycount 2016 will see
WPSQ’s PlatypusWatch trial the use of new
environmental DNA (eDNA) technology in its search.
Described in leading journal Biological Conservation as
a powerful new tool for ecological conservation, eDNA
tests for species-specific DNA shed by animals into
their environment. A sample of water from the stream
is all that’s required for analysis. .

For more details goto to 
https://chuffed.org/project/platycount-2016

https://chuffed.org/project/platycount-2016


Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157

Memberships Types
 $30.00 Single
 $20.00 Concession 
(Pensioner/Full Student)
 $45.00 Family or Non Profit Group
 $12.50 Junior

Optional Wildlife Magazine Subscription
 $47.00 per year inc GST (Four Issues)
 $90 for 2 years inc GST (Eight Issues)
 $70.00 per year (International Post)
 $135 for 2 years (International Post)

Optional Donation $________________
For Campaign _____________________
(Bayside does not tax deductible status)

Postal address: PO Box 427, Capalaba 4157

Name  _________________________
Address ________________________
__________________P/C__________
Phone No  ______________________
Email __________________________
Special Interests _________________
_______________________________

Pay by Credit Card
Card Type:   VISA Mastercard
Card No ________________________
Exp Date ____/____
Name on Card ___________________
Signature _______________________

Committee & Contacts

President Steve Homewood 0423036676

V President Vacant

Secretary Simon Baltais baltais@bigpond.net.au

Treasurer
Maureen  

Tottenham
0418 197 160

Executive Don Baxter

Bayside Newsletter Editor Alix Baltais/Simon Baltais

Wildlife Diary Editor Simon Baltais

Email:  bayside@wildlife.org.au

Web: http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside

Keep Up to Date Online!

Blogs:

Wildlife Queensland Coastal Citizen Science

https://wpsqccs.wordpress.com/

Wildlife Bayside

https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/

Curlew Watch 

https://curlewwatch.wordpress.com/

Websites:

Wildlife Bayside 

http://branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside/

Ornate Rainbowfish

http://rainbowfish.azurewebsites.net/

Resources

Pg 5: http://www.redlandcitybulletin.com.au/story/3874341/council-backflips-on-victoria-point-conservation-
reserve-decision/

Pg 5. https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/2015/03/21/are-our-local-parks-up-for-sale-again/

Membership Application
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland

http://www.redlandcitybulletin.com.au/story/3874341/council-backflips-on-victoria-point-conservation-reserve-decision/
https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/2015/03/21/are-our-local-parks-up-for-sale-again/

